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THE THOMAS MORE BOOK CLUB 
presents its Fifth Dual Selection 


THIS IS MY STORY, courageous j’accuse 
of an ex-Communist 


by Louis Budenz 
(Reviewed on page 197 ) 


and 


PERE ANTOINE., historical fiction both 
entertaining and enriching 


by Edward F. Murphy. S.8.J. 


(Reviewed on page 201) 


FOR INFORMATION ON THESE AND PAST SELECTIONS, SEE BACK COVER 














The next issue of BOOKS ON TRIAL will be our Annual Index Number — with 
Ratings for the past year. Extra copies can be supplied at 25c each if ordered now. 
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COMING IN MARCH: 


THE FACE OF THE SAINTS 


by Wilhelm Schamoni 


120 full page illustrations of authentic 
likenesses of canonized Saints. Short 
biographies on facing pages. Introduc- 
tory study of the concept of holiness 
and the process of canonization. 


What did the saints look like? This book shows 
their true face, in contemporaneous portraits, 
death masks and photographs, from the early 
Christian centuries to our day. In discussing it, 
Father C. C. Martindale writes: 


"| would urge an increased acquaintance with 
‘what the Saints looked like’ for our own spir- 
itual sake . . . to know this helps much to mak- 
ing them ‘real’; when they are ‘real,’ they ‘come 
alive’; once they are ‘alive’ for us, we asso- 
ciate with them, are ‘admitted into their com- 
pany,’ and, please God, become less unworthy 
of such brothers and such sisters, and more 
fully children of God." 


PILGRIM OF THE ABSOLUTE 


by Léon Bloy 


Edited by Raissa Maritain 
Introduced by Jacques Maritain 


The Life and Thought of Léon Bloy, presented in 
excerpts from his works 


Bloy stands on the threshold of the 20th century 
clamoring with the fervor, magnificence and 
urgency of the Prophets: 


“It is certain indeed that never, at no age of 
the world's history, were men as far from God, 
as contemptuous of the Sanctity which He de- 
mands, and yet never has the necessity for be- 
ing saints been so manifest. In these apocalyp- 
tic days it truly seems as though only a film of 
nothingness separates us from the eternal gulfs. 
. . « Today Sanctity is laid on our doorstep by 
a wild-eyed, blood-smeared messenger. Behind 
him, a few steps behind him, are panic, fire, 
pillage, torture, despair, the most frightful 
death. .. . And we have not even a moment in 
which to choose!" 


A book not to be missed. Catholic Book Club 
Selection for March. 


e 
FACE OF THE SAINTS . $4.50 
PILGRIM OF THE ABSOLUTE . $3.50 
At all bookstores 


PANTHEON BOOKS, INC. 
41 Washington Sq., New York - 





Some:-March Books 


Pére Antoine, by Edward F. Murphy, 
S.S.J. (Doubleday, $2.50). 
Briskly-paced, high-colored drama 
of a Spanish Capuchin who held 
New Orleans in his hand; maxi- 
mum of clean delineation of 
Church-State and religious clashes 
—minimum of sentimentality. 
(Thomas More Book Club ) 

This Is My Story, by Louis F. Budenz 

(Whittlesey, $3). 
Courageously honest apologia of 
an ex-Communistic re-converted 
Catholic, stressing the grisly tac- 
tics and grislier objectives of the 
Red fifth column in America. 
(Thomas More Book Club) 

The Face of the Saints, by Wilhelm 
Schamoni, tr. Anne Fremantle 
(Pantheon, $4.50). 

In This Thy Day, by Michael McLav- 
erty (Mac, $2.50). 

Slender little story beautifully told, 
a fragile Irish echo of Woman of 
the Pharisees. 

Pere Lagrange & the Scriptures, 

tr. & ed. Richard T. Murphy, O.P. 
(Bruce, $3.75). 
Testimonial volume evaluating 
achievement of the man who la- 
bored a lifetime to endow Catholic 
exegesis with scholarly authority 
and method. 


The Eagle and the Cross, by Huber- 
tus zu Loewenstein (Mac, $2.75). 
Further fortunes of the Lance of 
Longinus; excellent backgrounds. 

The Struggle for the World, by 
James Burnham (Day, $3). 
Disquieting fact-facing work— 
simplifying world conflict into 
struggle between Communism and 
Democracy. 

The Pilgrim of the Absolute, by 
Léon Bloy, ed. Jacques & Raissa 
Maritain (Pantheon, $3.50). 


Holy Week in Large & Small 
Churches, by L. J. O’Connell 
(Bruce, $3). 

Life and the Dream, by Mary Colum 

(Doubleday, $3.50). 
Some memorable, some dull, recol- 
lections of the Irish cultural milieu 
and its leading characters, by one 
of them. 

The Progress of the Jesuits, by 
James Brodrick, S.J. (LG, $3.50). 
The critical and exciting years, 
1556-1579, vigorously recounted. 


—— 





The Psalms, tr. by Ronald Knox (S 
& 'W, $2). 

The Mind & Heart of Love, by 
M. C. D'Arcy, S.J, (Holt, $3.50), 
Endeavor to harmonize Eros and 
Agape (profane and sacred love 
to you); an intellectual tour de 
force, of great interest ‘to readers 
of DeRougemont’s Love in the 
Western World. 

With Jesus Suffering, by Nicholg 
Schneiders, C.P. (Herder, $5). 
The Passion interpreted for young 
children; designed for priests and 
religion teachers. 

Mrs. Mike, by Benedict & Namy 
Freedman (C-McC, $2.75). 
Wholesome but almost harrowing 
story of heroism in Canadian wilds, 
(Lit. Guild) 

A Room on the Route, by Godjrey 
Blunden (Lippincott, $3). 

Fear is thematic in this novel about 
Russia. 


Later Spring Titles 


Wartime Correspondence Between 
Franklin D. Roosevelt and 
Pope Pius XII. intro. & notes by 
Myron C. Taylor (Mac, $2.50). 

Dust on the King’s Highway, by 
Helen C. White (Mac, $3). 
Franciscan Missionaries of the 
Southwest in fiction. 

Thomas Edward Shields, by Justine 
Ward (Scribner, $3). 

A great Catholic educator. 

The Game Cock & Other Stories, 
by Michael McLaverty (D-A, 
$2.75). 

Parents Can’t Win, by Dorothy 6 
Jim McGuinn (Pellegrini & Cud- 
ahy, $2.75). 

Satire on child psychology. — 

The Wisdom of God, by Fidelis Rite, 
C.P. (McMullen, price not at 
nounced). 

The Abolition of Man, by C. 5. 
Lewis (Mac, $1.25). 

Modern education criticized. 

His Will Is Our Peace, by Gerald 

Vann, O.P. (S & W, $1). 

Priest, and Meditations 
Various Subjects, by St. Jol 
Eudes (Kenedy, ea. $3). 

Two more in the series of transl 

tions of St. John Eudes. 

The Christ of Catholicism: A Med 
tative Study, by Dom Aelred Gre 
ham (L G, $4). 

Horace: A Portrait, by Alfred Noyé 
(S & W, $3). 


The 
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Spring Titles (Cont.) 


The School of the Cross, by John A. 
Kane (McMullen). 

Maura Laverty’s Cookbook (L G, 
$3). 

Design for Christian Living, by 
Peter Michaels, pseud. (S & W, 
$1.50). 

The challenging Torch articles in 
book form. 

Windows Westward: Rome, Russia 
& Reunion, by Stephen Gulovich 
(McMullen). 

Explores characteristics & prob- 
lems of Eastern Rite Catholicism. 

Behold This Heart, by Rev. Harold 
J. Heagney (Kenedy, $2.75). 

St. Margaret Mary. 

Difficult Star: The Story of Pauline 
Jaricot, by Katherine Burton (L 
G, $3). 

Foundress of Society for the Prop- 
agation of the Faith. 

léon Bloy: A Study in Impatience, 
by Albert Beguin (S & W, $2.50), 
and 

heob’s Night, by Wallace Fowlie (S 
& W, $1.50): 

Two essays on modern French 
Catholic writers. 

Where Is Truth? by Elizabeth T. 
Britt (LG, $2.50). 

Apologetics from a new & unusual 
angle, . 

4s the Morning Star, by Marion A. 
Habig, O.F.M. (McMullen). 

New material on St.: Francis of 
Assisi. 


Back in Print 
hnipero Serra, by Agnes Repplier 
(Doubleday, $2.50). 


THOMAS MORE BOOK CLUB 


A Great Mind —“Rooted in Tradition 
Sparkling Under the True Sun” 


Gems Culled from 3,000 “Columns” 


Thinking It Over 

Thomas F. W oodlock McMullen, $3.00 
When Thomas F. Woodlock, Laetare 
Medalist, wrote The Catholic Pattern 
five years ago, Michael Williams, noted 
editor, said: 

“Never in my experience have I 
come upon a book dealing with the 
Catholic Church in its relations to 
human life and society which is more 
vibrantly alive . . . more intellectually 
ae 

America declared that the book “. . . 
is bound to bring light to many a soul 
now wandering in spiritual darkness.” 
(Books ON TRIAL, May, 1942.) 


A Rare Mind 


Mr. Woodlock was almost a phenom- 


enon in American life. For years an 


editor of the Wall Street Journal, he 
was intimately acquainted with every 
angle and detail of the modern business 
and financial world. At the same time, 
he was reputed to be the best informed 
layman theologically in America. The 
present book is the fruit of this rare 
and unusual mind—‘“‘a great mind, 
rooted in tradition, fed by the springs 
of century-old thought, sparkling under 
the true sun . . . wearing his views 
as a medieval monk wore his religious 
garb .. . his habit and his habits the 
same . . . seeing from his watchtower 
‘armed hordes of barbarians, massing 
under banners of liberalism, instru- 
mentalism, utilitarianism, humanitarian- 
ism, Marxism, Communism’ .. . in 
short, the banners which seem to be 
flying ever higher in a world at the 
crossroads of destiny . . . invaded by 
‘barbarians’ from within.” 


A Wide Range 


The topics discussed in the present 
collection are as varied as might be 
expected from a man who could at 
once interest Catholic editors, the clergy, 
and the Moguls of Wall Street. Wood- 
lock saw beneath the surface, and for 
years into the future. His wisdom was 
compelling because he was in touch 
with common experience. 

And because he wrote for those who 
were under no compulsion to read his 


columns, he had to write interestingly, 
and readably. Because of his back- 
ground and the depth of his knowledge, 
he wrote compellingly. To begin quot- 
ing, or to attempt summarizing, would 
be to rewrite his book. 

Particularly useful are the enlighten- 
ing comments on various individuals, 
for example, Archibald MacLeish, Li- 
brarian of Congress, as one of the 
leftist group’s “most distinguished mem- 
bers”—of Lewis Mumford, who indicted 
modern “liberals” for abandoning the 
principles and ideals on which true lib- 
eralism must rest— of Walter Lipp- 
mann’s crushing attack on a planned 
economy, and his wholesale slaughter 
of our modern “intellectuals” of the 
pink variety—of Ortega’s Revolt of the 
Masses—a deadly threat to life: “The 
‘mass-man’ of today recognizes no su- 
perior, regards himself as the heir of all 
the ages . . . perfectly competent to 
direct the world’s affairs . . . a primi- 
tive type risen up in a ‘civilized’ world 

. not interested in the principles of 
civilization.” 

*“New Deal” Philosophy 

It is interesting to note that as early 
as 1935 Mr. Woodlock recognized the 
new philosophy, although it has not yet 
become evident to many. The revolu- 
tion of that period, he wrote, is in 
reality the second phase of the French 
Revolution, expressed through our na- 
tional psychology. 

The three famous words of the 
French upheaval’s motto were Liberté, 
Egalité, Fraternité. The ideal of Liberté 
was supposed to have been realized in 

(Continued on page 192) 





Price Correction 

Pére Antoine, the new novel by 
Father Murphy, is $2.50—not 
$3.00 as stated in our advertising 
and Book Club circulars. 

The original price was $3.00. 
The publisher’s catalog showed the 
price as $2.75. Increased demand 
justified a reduction to $2.50. 

Pére Antoine and This Is My 
Story, by Louis Budenz, comprise 
the March Dual Selection of the 
Thomas More Book Club. Price to 
members, for both books——$4.00. 
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The World’s Most Beautiful Faces ... 


The Face of the Saints 
Wilhelm Schamoni 
tr. Anne Fremantle Pantheon, $4.50 
Reviewed by Bonaventure Schwinn, 
OSB, Ph.D., vice president and profes- 
sor of philosophy, Mount St. Scholas- 
tica College. 


Only a great research scholar with time 
and opportunities for travel could have 
produced such a work as Dr. Wilhelm 
Schamoni’s The Face of the Saints, 
which is now available to English- 
speaking readers in Anne Fremantle’s 
translation. Its chief merit is that it 
attains its end, which, in the words 
of the author, is “to offer authenticated 
portraits of the saints. That was the 
purpose of the creators of nearly all 
the images. shown here, who labored in 
' the service of truth to preserve ‘the fea- 
tures of these extraordinary human 
beings and to reproduce them for 
friends and contemporaries and for the 
whole company of the faithful—and 
this factual reproduction of the true 
visage of the saints is likewise the pur- 
pose of this book.” 

The worthiness of this purpose is 
beyond question. The saints are the 


greatest persons in the world’s history, | 


human nature’s supreme achievement 
under the influence of grace. When one 
considers the beauty of soul and the 
light of divine grace shining in the 
faces of the saints—whether one ac- 
cepts St. Augustine’s definition of 
beauty as splendor veri or St. Thomas’s 
quod visum placet—it becomes evident 
that in a spiritual sense the world’s 
most beautiful faces are the faces of 
the saints. 

In most books containing illustra- 
tions the pictures clarify the text. In 
Dr. Schamoni’s work the situation is 
reversed, and the text is subordinated 
to the pictures. He has explored ‘the 
churches, art galleries, museums, librar- 
ies, and institutional archives of Europe, 
appraising the work of artisans as well 
as of artists and examining death masks, 
coins, medals, icons, and murals as well 
as portraits, selecting and reproducing 
with critical competence what he was 
convinced are true representations of 
the saints. He omits saints of whom 
he was unable to obtain what he con- 
siders a true image. . 

The book contains 120 pictures with 
accompanying biographies. The saints 
are given in chronological order, begin- 


ning with St. Helena, Empress, and 
ending with St. Francesca Cabrini, 
Foundress. For a number of European 
saints the translator has substituted 
saints of the western hemisphere. They 
are Luis Bertran, Turibius Mogrovejo, 
Francis Solanus, Rose of Lima, and 
Francesca Cabrini. One notes with re- 
gret in this galaxy of the great the 
absence of St. Jerome, St. Gregory the 
Great, St. Leo I, St. Benedict, St. Dom- 
inic, St. Anthony of Padua, and St. 
Thomas Aquinas. Supposedly Dr. Scha- 
moni was unable to obtain satisfactory 
likenesses of these saints. 

The valuable introduction, which 
Anne Fremantle has shortened in her 
translation, is divided into two parts. 
The first is entitled “The All-Holy and 
Holiness.” After a brief reference to 
the nature of sanctity, it gives the his- 
tory of the Church’s policy in regard 
to the recognition and cult of saints, 
beginning with the introduction of the 
diptychs into the mass and ending with 
the promulgation of the Code of Canon 
Law in 1918. A clearer or more satis- 
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factory short essay on the processes 
of beatification and canonization has 
probably never been written. 


It contains, however, one incidental 
error. The late Dr. Alexis Carrel igs re. 
ferred to as a non-Catholic. He was 
a Catholic. Shortly before Dr. Carrel 
left the United States for France a 
about the beginning of the late war 
the author of a forthcoming book on 
Catholic writers pointedly asked him 
whether he was a Catholic. Dr. Carrel 
instructed his secretary to write a letter 
stating definitely that he was a Catho- 
lic and that he wished in future to be 
known as such, although for a number 
of years previously, for personal rea- 
sons, he had not permitted the fact 
that he was a Catholic to be published, 

The second part of the introduction 
is entitled “The True Face of the 
Saints.” It is a very able and interest- 
ing description of the sources the author 
used, of the problems and difficulties 
that confronted him, and of his pro- 
cedure in compiling his work. A care- 
ful reading of this part of the intro- 
duction is essential to an understanding 
of the pictures that follow. 








(Continued from page 191) 
what is inaccurately conceived to be de- 
mocracy — that is, political equality. 
This realization of democracy was the 
Revolution’s first phase. The next will 
be to establish economic democracy— 
Egalité. 

In the French Revolution, popular 
fury was directed at the “privileged” 
class—the nobility who had lost all so- 
cial contact with the people. 

The modern analogy is the attack on 
“business leaders,” or employers, or 
“management.” Dialectically it is a 
simple matter to blame these classes 
for the last depression, for high prices, 
low wages, or for almost anything to 
arouse huzzahs from the “masses.” 

Mr. Woodlock interpreted what may 
be called the New Deal political process 
as one of expropriation, with “‘investi- 
gating committees replacing the sans- 
culottes of the French as the imaginary 
way to E£galité’—expropriation being 
the goal. 

Fraternité is the step which follows. 
How shall we express it when the prin- 
ciple visible bond of unity is reduced 
to a common hatred for “wealth” and 
a common desire to share in its ex- 
propriation? It is to be hoped that the 


precedent will fail, since the Revolu- 
tion expressed its concept of the 
Brotherhood of Man in the saying, “Be 
my brother or I will kill you!” 


Prof. Mortimer Adler 


Mr. Woodlock has presented a very 
fine analysis of Adler, and his thesis 
that “the fulfillment of Democracy de 
pends on the work of supernatural re 
ligion.”’ 

We have read a lot about the iniqui- 
ties of capitalism and the certainty of 
its demise. It is certainly a treat to be 
able to read of Investors and Specula 
tors, of Credit and its uses, and similar 
matters as presented by an expert able 
to elucidate from the viewpoint of tra 
dition and philosophy. 

In brief, here is a book that opens 
new vistas, shatters superficial fallacies, 
ranges over the whole broad field of our 
sick society and furnishes many ante 
dotes for the anthems of Socialism 
“an amazing and exciting experience. 
Thinking It Over, $3.00 and Aftet 
Black Coffee, $2.00, comprise the Feb- 
ruary dual selection of the Thomas 
More Book Club. Price for both book’, 
$3.15, which means paying only 15 
cents extra for the second book. 
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’ ‘ Just in Time— 
Wit, Wisdom, and Humor for March 19! 
It’s here—at long last—1000 


By the President of Fordham University 


After Black Coffee 

Robert I. Gannon, S.J. McMullen, $2.00 
Some people read for amusement. Some 
rad for improvement. Some read for 
alightenment. And, occasionally, a 
witer comes along who can please 
them all at the same time. Still more 
arely, a speaker is born, or made, who 
un make a speech that is as easy to 
rad as it was to listen to, and as 
mlightening as it is entertaining. We’re 
now writing of just such a man— 
Rev. Robert I. Gannon, S.J., president 
of Fordham University; educator, schol- 
a, orator—and equally popular and 
respected in each of those fields—a 
man with a sense of humor, and the 
common touch. 

The title, After Black Coffee, indi- 
cates the source of the present material. 
father Gannon is not only a popular 
yeaker but also most versatile. His 
book is a collection of speeches made 
m various occasions. Before the New 
York Real Estate Board, he paid his 
respects to the Reds, the Student 
Union, the Teachers’ Union, and the 
Soviet Union, and pointed out that the 
private property the real estate men 
were handling is one of the indispens- 
able ingredients of civilization. And yet 
today “the strongest organized minority 
nour country is attacking, not so much 
ligion, not so much the American way 
iflife, as the right to private property.” 
‘On every side we can see a systematic 
tive to discredit . . . the very right 
if possession . . . by constant repetition 
id innuendo private property is identi- 
ied in peoples’ minds with Capitalism.” 

“They do not say ‘Let taxes be pro- 
jortional,’ which is sound government, 
ut ‘soak the rich,’ which is the cry of 
he mob.” Sophomore social writers of 
ill ages could profit from this chapter. 


An Educational Program 
Before the Chamber of Commerce 
tithe State of New York, Father Gan- 
WN pointed out the national contempt 
lr systematic philosophy, the igno- 
ance, spiritual confusion, and spiritual 
volt of too many of our teachers, the 
lick of discipline and of humility, the 
Meat fetish of “academic freedom’’— 
Thatever that means——the repeated cry 


for the separation of Church and State, 
“now little more than a set of brass 
knuckles for the lowest type of poli- 
tician,” and the hopelessness of main- 
taining a right system unless it is based 
on true religious principles. ‘Informa- 
tion, at the expense of Wisdom, has 
become the earmark of our modern 
schooling.” The worship of utility leads 
to overspecialization—the making of 
“intellectual button holes for the cloth- 
ing of the mind.” Sinking forward into 
modern chaos, filled with undigested in- 


‘formation by professors long on doctrina 


and short on sapientia we will soon 
have the universe so completely tabu- 
lated that no one will know what it 
means. 
Education 

To solve the unemployment problem, 
the State keeps youth against their will 
in long-suffering, tax-supported schools. 
School administrators have often been 
heroic, but can do little with an “army 
of sullen hulks whose only ambition is 
to be elsewhere.” 

In a recent speech President John J. 


Cavanaugh C.S.C., of the University of 
(Continued on page 194) 





Dunkerley’s 
Howard Spring 

Reviewed by 

Demetrius Manousos, O.F.M.Cap. 


It is hard to tell whether Mr. Spring 
takes himself seriously, but he evidently 
expects his readers to think he does. 
He is not even a mediocre novelist, and 
this attempt at stark drama and sig- 
nificant thought is pitiably puerile. 
That is not to say that he is an amateur 
writer; he writes well. But he is an 
amateur thinker, and he completely 
lacks the novelist’s vision by which 
action spontaneously rises out of char- 
acters instead of being plastered onto 
them by the author’s preconceptions. 

How anyone can compare him to 
Dickens (as does the publisher’s blurb) 
is beyond me. Dickens, it is true, has 
some pretty poor stuff, but nothing that 
offends God and bores man as this does. 
Dunkerley’s lacks everything from in- 
terest to decency. Read it at your own 
risk. 


Harper, $2.50 


Years of Irish Poetry, Kathleen 
Hoagland’s collection of the fair- 
est fruits of Irish lyricism. 


It includes both Gaelic and 
Anglo-Irish verse (translator of 
the Gaelic being given in each 
case); biographical and critical 
notes; glossary of Irish terms; 
dates of composition, and an il- 
luminating introduction. 


Of pages 830, it is a broth of a 
book, and a bargain for $5.00. 











Poet Roseliep 


Praises Poet Keith 


The Hearth Lit 
Joseph Joel Keith Dierkes, $2.00 
Reviewed by Raymond F. Roseliep, 
professor of English, Loras College, 
Dubuque. 


For those affirming the Thomistic defi- 
nition of beauty as “that which being 
contemplated, pleases,” it is perfectly 
accurate to name beauty as the reason 
for Joel Keith’s poetry. And it is an 
urgent splendor of order, touched off 
by small adventures—a “Child Sleep- 
ing,” perhaps, or “Boy and Mother 
Walking.” So utterly compact are these 
fifty-five lyrics that their thought is a 
wake of quicksilver. Yet they never 
climb above the listener’s ability to un- 
derstand and enjoy. 


Seldom does a collection of poems by 
one author prove spontaneously and 
evenly right. But Mr. Keith has side- 
stepped that pitfall three times now. 
The Proud People and The Long Nights 
were the first two exceptions. The pres- 
ent volume gets by just as neatly. 
Though individually the verses bear this 
poet’s unmistakable contact, there is no 
rubber stamp effect to mar the general 
harmony. The meditative sectional head- 
ings alone (Flight, Home and, Food, 
Shelter the Little Ones, Spirit) indicate 
that here indeed is no commonplace 
singer, but a poet of introspection. 

The fact that Mr. Keith is one of 
America’s young poets guarantees a 
further enchantment to his labors. He 
weakens substantially the claim that 
age must reserve wisdom and keen per- 
ception to itself. That is, I think, the 
crowning discovery of his gift. 
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AN IRISH BOOKLIST 


March is the month of St. Thomas Aquinas—and St. Joseph, St. Gabriel, St. 


Benedict, and St. Patrick—begob! 


In honor of the last-named (also in response to numerous requests) BooKs ON 
TRIAL presents a list of books about Ireland or the Irish which are now in print or 
are soon to be published. With the exception of the titles on which we have already 
read galleys, we reserve judgment on the not-yet-published books. Next March, 


D.V., we shall tackle St. Thomas. 


A. Fiction & Fictional Biography 
And That's No Lie 


Beatrice Bill Talbot H M, $2.00 
At Sallygap and Other Stories 

Mary Lavin L B, $2.75 
Captain Boycott 

Philip Rooney A-C, $2.75 
Country Jake (Kansas Irish) 

Charles B. Driscoll Mac, $3.00 


The Game Cock and Other Stories* 
Michael McLaverty D-A, $2.75 

Hanrahan's Daughter 
Patrick Purcell 

The House in Clewe Street 


Putnam, $2.50 


Mary Lavin L B, $3.00 
In This Thy Day 
Michael McLaverty Mac, $2.50 
A Lad of the O'Friels 
Seamus MacManus D-A, $2.00 


The Magnificent Barb* 
Dana Faralla 

Never No More 

No More Than Human 
Maura Laverty L G, ea. $2.50 

Our Own Kind (Providence Irish) 


Messner, $2.50 


Edward McSorley Harper, $2.50 
Says Mrs. Crowley, Says She 

Doran Hurley L G, $2.50 
There's a Spot in My Heart* 

(New York Irish) 

Frank Leslie S & S, $2.75 
The Unbroken Heart 

Robert Speaight Basilian, $2.50 


Yourself and the Neighbours 


Seamus MacManus D-A, $2.00 


B. Essay and History 


Eamon de Valera 


M. J. McManus Z-D, $3.00 
Echoes of the Hunting Horn* 

Stanislaus Lynch D-A, $4.00 
Father Theobald Mathew 

Patrick Rogers L G, $2.50 
God in an Irish Kitchen 

Leo R. Ward, C.S.C. S & W, $2.50 


| Remember Karrigeen 

| Remember Maynooth 
Neil Kevin (pseud.) 

In Search of Ireland 
H. V. Morton 

Ireland Past & Present 
Tom Ireland 

Irish Gold {Anglo-Irish tone) 


BOW, ea. $1.90 
D M, $3.50 


Putnam, $5.00 


Pamela Hinkson Knopf, $3.50 
An Irish Journey 

Sean O’Faolain L G, $3.50 
The islandman* 

Seamus Ridge D-A, $4.00 
The Land of Long Ago & Other 

Folk Tales* 

Seamus MacManus D-A, $2.50 
The Legend of St. Columba 

Padraic Colum Mac, $2.00 


Life and the Dream* 
Mary Colum Doubleday, $3.50 
Lough Derg: St. Patrick's Purgatory 


Alice Curtayne BOW, $1.75 
Lovely Is the Lee 
Robert Gibbings Dutton, $3.00 
Maura Laverty's Cookbook* 
L G, $3.00 
Paddy the Cope 
Autobiog. Patrick Gallagher D-A, $2.50 


The Saints of Ireland 


Hugh de Blacam Bruce, $2.50 
The Story of the Irish Race 

Seamus MacManus D-A, $3.50 

C. Poetry 

Doublin Poems 

Seamas O’Sullivan C A, $2.00 
Lough Derg & Other Poems 

Denis Devlin R & H, $2.00 
Modern Irish Poetry* 

ed. Leslie Daiken D-A, $3.00 


The Remembered Face of Ireland 


Josephine Hunt Raymond W & F, $2.50 
Rime, Gentlemen, Please 
Robert Farren S & W, $2.50 


This Man Was Ireland: 
The Song of Colmcille the Exile 
Robert Farren S & W, $3.00 
A Thousand Years of Irish Poetry 
ed. Kathleen Hoagland D-A, $5.00 


*—mnot yet published. 





(Continued from page 193) 

Notre Dame, pointed to the “kind of 
dismal thinking that stigmatizes with 
suspicion the man who achieves out- 
standing success, a kind of thinking 
which is trying to spread itself over 
America and make Communism pop- 
ular in our economic life by reducing 
the ambitions and possibilities of all 
men to a mediocre and monotonous 
stature.”’ 

Father Gannon’s quotation is along 
similar lines: ““True education makes 
for inequality . . . of individuality .. . 
of success ... of talent . . . of genius 
... in quality, not mediocrity . . . is the 

.measure of the progress of the world.” 


Condensing the Condensed 

Like all other samples of boiled-down 
wisdom, any attempts to compress 
genius still further are bound to fail. 
This is a book that must be savored 
chapter by chapter. Each nugget is 
almost pure gold. 


“The Magnificent Yankee” 

Emmet Lavery’s current stage-hit 
The Magnificent Yankee seems to have 
a great rage among the pseudo-intellec- 
tuals. Father Gannon says that “the 
same lack of absolutes, for which 
Oliver Wendell Holmes is noted, that 
is undermining the American schools is 
also undermining the American courts” 
—the two master underminers (for 


whom their disciples would gladly die) 


<a 


_ 


Why Mails Only? 
Write Your 
Congressman 


Sentiment for greater federal contr) 
of obscene books is said to be incregs. 
ing. Following a ruling in a New Yor 
court that a certain book is obscene 
the book has disappeared from dealers’ 
shelves in other cities and postal lays 
have discouraged ordering by mail, 

Under postal law, anyone “causing 
obscene matter to be deposited in the 
mails” is subject to a fine of $5000 o 
a prison sentence of five years, or both, 
The purchaser who asks that such books 
be sent him by mail is also subject to 
penalties. 

But why should these penalties he 
restricted to mail shipments only? Why 
not also by freight, or express? Rep, 
Clarence F. Lea of California is m 
record as advocating the prevention of 
shipment of obscene books by common 
carriers of any kind. Write to him a 
the House of Representatives, Wash- 
ington, D. C., urging that he keep after 
this matter. 





—John Dewey, and Justice Holmes. 

If the current ewes prevails, our 
Supreme Court decision ’will have to be 
stamped like railroad excursion tickets, 
“Good For One Day Only.” 


John L. Lewis 

The chapter on labor is a gem. Com- 
menting on baseball, they say the um- 
pires in Washington must now Si, 
“Three misses—the batter’s out.” To 
say “strikes” might be a reflection o 
Lewis. After Black Coffee is a genuine 
contribution for the needs of our age 


Easy to Read 

It is unfortunate that any mention 
of scholarly writing scares numerots 
individuals away from reading. It would 
be a mistake not to point out that 
Father Gannon’s book bears the matks 
of the true scholar. It is too well done t 
be difficult. It is not beyond high school 
seniors. It is a “must” for teachers. 

Thinking It Over ($3.00) by Thom 
as F. Woodlock, and After Dark Cofiee 
($2.00), are the 4th Dual Selection 0 
The Thomas More Book Club. Both 
books to members for $3.15—awhich 
means paying only 15 cents extra for 


the second book. 
—) a 
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Old-Time Reviewer 
Returns 


Sr. Salome Approves Uncom- 
promising Morality of 
Quaker Story 
The Good Crop 


Elisabeth Emerson LG, $2.50 
Reviewed by Sister M. Salome, O.S.F., 


Providence Hospital, Sandusky, Ohio. 
This book is an answer to Carl Sand- 
burg’s question— 
“Shall plain ways and people hold 
close to the earth 
Be reckoned among things to be 
written about?” 


Mrs. Emerson believes it shall, and 
fully substantiates her belief throughout 
this her first novel. It is the story of 
three generations of Quakers — plain 
people of plain ways, surely. Were it not 
for a few first-novel faults the work 
could be given the literary status of a 
Quaker saga. Actually it is a triple 
chronicle of three generations of the 
Rees family. 

The saga opens with the story of 
William Rees the Second, his wife 
Susannah and their eight children. While 
reminiscing now and then, William the 
Second tells the story of his parent- 
family, that of William Rees the First. 
The part entitled “Then the Ear” is 
the story of William the Third, the 
youngest son of William the Second. 
Here also begins the story of a fourth 
family, that of Levi Rees. In his youth 
levi was a problem child but was con- 
verted in his early manhood, and be- 
coming a Preacher of the Word, ful- 
illed the wishes of his deeply religious 
parents. The third part, “The Full Corn 
in the Ear,” completes the story of 
William the Third. The book closes as 
William the Third is “called home” 
while with great effort he whispers to 
lis wife, “we raised a good crop, 
Rebecca.” 

To a reader unacquainted with the 
eeply religious lives of the Quakers, 
ihe work is informational, even to inti- 
nate family details, and this honesty in 
ftotraying human relationships is per- 
laps the most appealing quality of the 
‘vel. Having been educated in the 
Quaker Academy which the Reeses 
tounded, Mrs. Emerson fills the book 
mith lessons of uncompromising moral- 
ly for adolescent youth and young 
tattied folk, for whom, evidently, the 

k is intended. 


“As Real As Beer and Bitters” 


Dulcimer Street 
Norman Collins DS &P, $3.00 


Reviewed by Mary Hennigan. 
This book is sheer delight to read. And 
why? Not because it is beautiful in the 
sense that that adjective may fairly be 
applied to the style, nor to individual 
descriptive passages, nor even to the 
characters portrayed. It is a delight 
because it is real. 

London as Mr. Collins gives it to 
us—not in long, summary paragraphs 
but in vagrant whiffs and glimpses— 
is as real as beer and bitters. If you 
have not known The City, it is now 
an old friend. If you have, it is an old 
friend happily met again, every line of 
whose seamy visage you scan with eager 
joy. 

Every person living at No. 10 Dulci- 
mer Street is someone you have known, 
or could have known. Not every one 
may know a fake medium like Mr. 
Squales, but every one has known such 
a rich, full-bodied, completely material 





“The Dream of Descartes” 

Monsignor Matthew Smith in The 
Register, Denver: “. . . Descartes’ phi- 
losophy is . . . not only worthless, but 
dangerous. It starts off by denying 
everything, and it ends by building up 
a system that will not stand the test 
of logical study. It appeals to moderns 
chiefly because many moderns are a 
shallow lot when it comes to philosoph- 
ical and religious truth... . 

“He was a sincere believer in the 
Catholic religion, was devoted to the 
Church, was upright in morals, but he 
propounded a system of philosophy that 
was unreasonable and that made both 
faith and morality illogical. Descartes 
kept his philosophy and his religion in 
separate mental pockets. . 

“He tried to introduce mathematical 
principles into philosophy and sought 
to build up a system of philosophical 
thought that would be as evident and 
convincing to him as mathematics. He 
proved, however, that his mind was 
not subtle enough to get to the root of 
philosophic thought... . : As a success- 
ful mathematician, he was given to the 
following of orderly mental trails, and 
he was able to build an intricate sys- 
tem of thought, even though he did 
start with wrong principles. It you start 
to button a coat wrong, it is wrong all 
the way; nevertheless, it is still but- 
toned; so with false philosophies. . . .” 


personality. Mrs. Vizzard, the landlady 
at No. 10 and his victim, is equally 
familiar, a vigorously respectable per- 
son, proud, outwardly a fortress of 
strength, inwardly the melting prey 
of emotions no power on earth could 
compel her to admit... . 

But the Jossers! The Jossers are a 
joy, a delicious tidbit, saved for the 
last, to talk about. They live and 
breathe on every page. They live just 
down the street from you. They live 
under your roof. 

Dad is a retired clerk, an old, un- 
important, retired clerk with £200 
saved over forty years, and a hanker- 
ing for a little house in the country. 
Besides this, he has every human virtue 
in just the right amount. In fact, he 
has the seven gifts of the Holy Ghost, 
although fe doesn’t know that. You 
love him, for you recognize your own 
father! 

Mrs. Josser has her share of the 
Christian virtues, too, but she has had 
to fight with Aim about his “chest” for 
forty years, besides nursing him through 
pneumonia and pleurisies; and with 
Doris for half as many years because 
she will just not get on with her share 
of the housework; and with Ted, vain- 
ly, to keep him from marrying the 
blonde usherette. So Mrs. Josser’s share 
of benignity and patience, at least, are 
a bit tarnished by now. 

Nothing really happens to the Joss- 
ers. Yet you close the door on them 
with Mr. \Collins with an impatient 
feeling of deprivation and regret, be- 
cause you can no longer peep in on 
their private lives, or go in through 
that magic door Mr. Collins opens in 
each of them, until you stand inside 
a warm, loving heart. 

Not a king nor a general glitters on 
the pages of Dulcimer Street; no gor- 
geous courtesan strumpets through 
them, no small soul is picked to 
smaller bits for our delectation. Here 
are just people whom the author loves 
and laughs at. Dulcimer Street is a 
slice of life—not in the raw, well done! 

& 2+ 

Loretto Hospital, Chicago: “Your 
work contributes more and more to 
the spiritual armament of America 
and the Welfare of the Catholic 
Church.” 

—Sister M. Stephanie, R.N. 
Superintendent 
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Up from Slavery 


A Star Pointed North 
Edmund Fuller Harper, $2.75 
Reviewed by Paul Kiniery, Ph.D., as- 
sistant dean, Loyola University Gradu- 
ate School. 


In the hot summer sun a Negro over- 
come by the heat lay face downward 
in the yard of a Maryland plantation. 
His master kicked him and forced him 
to get up, even though two other slaves 
had to steady the sick man to keep 
him from falling. That was in 1834. 
On a summer day in 1877 a United 
States marshal, Frederick Douglass, vis- 
ited the farm yard where, as the slave 
Fred Bailey, he had lain unconscious 
in the searing August sunlight. The 
buildings were gone; it was hard for 
the former slave to be certain just 
where the yard had been in that sum- 
mer of 1834. 

Those facts constitute the bare out- 
lines of the first and last chapters of 
A Star Pointed North. Edmund Fuller 
has made slavery as tangible as though 
it were still disgracing the nation ush- 
ered in by the Declaration of Independ- 
ence. In the intervening chapters are 
the salient facts of the life of Frederick 
Douglass, presented with much detail 
and with some of the liberties justifiable 
in a book of this kind, basically bio- 
graphical, but which at times resembles 
a novel. Even though no footnotes ap- 
pear, Mr. Fuller studied the files of 
The Liberator, read the papers and 
letters of Douglass, and used the wealth 
of material available in the famous 
Schomburg Collection in New York 
City. 

He has written sympathetically of 
Douglass and of the struggle which in- 
tervened between the time when the 
slave escaped from Baltimore to New 
York, and the year 1867, when Doug- 
lass was often referred to as “the great- 
est black man in the nation.” In the 
interval, Douglass had married and 
established a family in the north, had 
carried on his trade in the shipyards; 
had become an outstanding speaker, 
and had lectured in favor of abolition 
in this country and in England; had 
published various periodicals which had 
exerted a wide influence; had helped 
raise troops of Negroes during the Civil 
War; had been consulted by Lincoln; 
had conferred with Andrew Johnson, 
although Douglass and Johnson were 
not in agreement with reference to the 


rights of Negroes; and had become, by 
sheer ability, one of the outstanding 
citizens of the nation. 

The merits of the book are obvious, 
although some will not accept the heroic 
stature accorded to John Brown. Adult 
readers will find the book very effective 
in recreating for them an era that is 
fortunately gone. 

* * * 


Colored Themes 


Send Me an Angel 
Alice Nisbet Chapel Hill, $2.00 
To Master—A Long Goodnight 
Brion Gysin Creative Age, $3.00 
Reviewed by John Thomas Bonée, O.P., 


Dominican House of Studies, River 
Forest, Ill. 

Two books: one a novel, the other a 

history; one about today, the other 

about yesterday. But the impression 

conveyed by both is the same. 

Alice Nisbet’s story, Send Me An 
Angel, is about Delilah, a modern Negro 
sharecropper, and her feeble-minded 
son, Sammy. Delilah goes to work on 
Mr. Ed’s plantation, she lives, she 
loves; she is sometimes virtuous, some- 
times sinful; she loses Sammy and des- 
pairs, she regains him and hopes; she 
murders her husband, she dies. The 
reader has enjoyed a tear-jerking story, 
shrugs his shoulders and goes on living 
his same old life. 

Brion Gysin’s To Master, A Long 
Goodnight is “the story of the real-life 
‘Uncle Tom,’” Josiah Henson. This is 
a narrative of pre-Civil War slavery. 
The objective author attempts to pre- 
sent a disinterested story of this “good 
nigger.” In spite of himself, he doesn’t 
approve. Nor will you if you’re a Chris- 
tian. 

Both books are well done. Neither 
is very significant; except that reading 
them together is a convincing proof 
that emancipation has changed things 
very little. If you must shed tears over 
these books, don’t weep for the Negro. 
Weep for yourself and for your children. 

x we 

Speaking of BOOKS ON TRIAL, 
The Josephinum Weekly, published 
by the Pontifical College Josephi- 
num, Worthington, Ohio, says: “Its 
chief value to the average Catholic 
lies in the fact that it presents a 
moral evaluation based on uncom- 
promising standards of right and 
wrong. Its comments on books are 
worth listening to, and the maga- 
zine will keep you informed on the 





A postolic Odyssey 
Friendship House 
Catherine de Hueck S & W, $2.75 
Reviewed by Dr. Virginia Woods Cy. 
lahan, professor of classical languages, 
Howard University, Washington, D, ¢. 


This account of the beginnings ang 
growth of Friendship House is at once 
the autobiography of a great-souled 
woman and the history of one of the 
vital branches of the lay apostolate 
One could easily wonder (as she does 
herself) about the spiritual odyssey of 
the Baroness Catherine de Hueck (Mrs, 
Eddie Doherty), which extends froma 
luxurious Russian estate to an empty 
room in Harlem. 

There was a young nun in a convent 
in Egypt who told a child of seven 
about Christ’s love for the poor; there 
was an episode in Russia when a gitl 
of twelve realized that the family silver 
could remedy the poverty of an old 
beggar woman; there was a period of 
forced introspection for a young won- 
an imprisoned during the revolution; 
there were days and nights in Canada 
spent studying the social encyclicals. 
For Mrs. Doherty the function of the 
lay apostle is “to bridge the gulf be 
tween the poor and the Church.” 

It is remarkable that a book that is 
so frankly impressionistic and varied 
achieves somehow a kind of unity. It 
includes a word picture of the city 
slums, a letter that is a tour of inspec- 
tion of Friendship House in action, an 
article on “Living with the Negro,” 4 
fine description of the communist tech- 
nique, a eulogy of America, numerous 
portraits of unfortunate characters in 
whom the workers are finding Christ, 
an introduction to the author’s six fay- 
orite saints, an outline of the study 
program of the “outer circle” of Frient- 
ship house. 

As a natural consequence of this 
diversity of material, the form is unevél 
and the style ranges from the poetit 
to the colloquial. Despite its miscelle 
neous nature, the reader feels that the 
book is soundly unified by the author’ 
convictior that the “cornerstone o 
Christian Social Reconstruction is @ 
understanding of the Mystical Body of 
Christ.” 








world of books. . . . You will find 
truly good books, whether by Cath 
olics or non-Catholics, intelligen 
criticized and praised. . . .” 
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THOMAS MORE BOOK CLUB 


Ex-Communist’s Story 
of “Mental Concentration Camp” 


Louis Budenz Exposes America’s Underground— 
The Red-Fascist Threat to Civilization 


This Is My Story 

Louis F. Budenz Whittlesey, $3.00 
Seldom in history has a more impor- 
tant book appeared with greater time- 
liness. No other book of recent years 
can make stronger claims to the atten- 
tion of every literate American—Catho- 
lic, Protestant or Communist. 

This Is My Story is far more than 
the simple autobiography of a social 
rebel lost for years in the swamps of 
confusion. It’s a story of groping anger, 
of burning zeal, and dismal disillusion- 
ment; the saga of a soul rescued from 
torture through the mercy of Divine 
Grace and the unremitting prayers of 
his parents, who had long stormed 
Heaven in his behalf. 


Catholic Boyhood 


The Budenz family were among the 
early settlers of Indianapolis. Louis’ 
father, a bank teller, a great reader, 
after sampling everything from agnosti- 
cism to Anglicanism, became a Catholic. 
He thought of himself as being much 
like Orestes Brownson, the first out- 
standing native American to leave Prot- 
estantism for the Catholic Church; and 
who had some part in forming the first 
Workingmen’s Party. 


A Labor Center 


Indianapolis was an early head- 
quarters for numerous “international”’ 
unions. Young Budenz studied the doc- 
trine of the Church while following 
with avid interest the meetings of the 
United Mine Workers; and at 21 was 
Writing articles on the moral rights of 
workers. Then, and later when he wrote 
for and represented the Central Bureau 
of the Catholic Central Verein in 
St. Louis, he saw the need for a Catho- 
lic lay apostolate. 


*‘Mad” Marriage 


Budenz, impatient at the slowness of 
social reforms, opposed to World 
War I, and critical of the Pope’s con- 
demnation of a certain French move- 
Ment, in a fit of accumulated anger, 
Married a divorced woman, and was 
thrust from the Church. He knew he 


was leaving “solely to defy the Catho- 
lic moral law.” 

Going to New York, he directed pub- 
licity for the Civil Liberties Union, and 
started a labor magazine. He believed 
that encouraging industrial unionism 
was serving the nation; and now feels 
that his ideas foreshadowed the C.I.O. 


Communist Executive 
Budenz’ descent to full-fledged Com- 
munism was gradual, and rather un- 
explainable. Time and again, he recog- 
nized that no one in good faith could 
work with a party of stooges, but he 
(Continued on page 198) 





_ NOT A WHIM— 
BUT A GUARANTEE 
Struggle for Freedom 
Sterling E. Edmunds Bruce, $4.50 
Reviewed by Rev. J. Ryan Beiser, Ph.D., 
associate professor in the School of Re- 
ligion, The State University of Iowa. 


We, the people, need frequent reminders 
that protection of rights is dearly 
bought in the face of encroaching gov- 
ernment. We need also to be reminded 
that the democratic state can be the 
absolute state. Doctor Edmunds’ work 
is such a reminder. He tells the story of 
freedom’s purchase in England and the 
United States. His easy-to-understand 
yet scholarly narrative carries the read- 
er from Anglo-Saxon days to our own 
times. 

Constitutional government is a real 
protection. Our Federalism was not a 
whim but a guarantee. The author 
shows how we have gone far toward los- 
ing both Constitutional government and 
our Federalism. The “liberal” might 
contend that Doctor Edmunds demands 
too much curtailment of government in 
our own day, but, the “liberal” would 
have to present considerable evidence 
to demonstrate that the book’s warning 
is not sound. Government by adminis- 
trative boards and the tyranny of the 
majority are a real threat. The work 
here considered clearly shows the prin- 
ciples involved and the losses main- 
tained in the growth of government 
which our generation has witnessed. 


197 











Thesis Sound— 


Presentation Poor 


Ally Betrayed: Uncensored Story 
of Tito and Mihailovich 
David Martin P-H, $3.50 


Reviewed by Dr. N. S. Timasheff, po- 

litical scientist of Fordham University, 

author of The Great Retreat and other 

works; foremost authority on Central 
Europe. 


This is the story of one of the greatest 
and most tragic mistakes committed by 
the Western Democracies in the course 
of the Second World War. The mistake 
consisted in transferring allied support 
from Mihailovich, the heroic leader of 
the Chetniks, the Serbian resisters, to 
Tito, the exponent of the Soviet Union 
in Yugoslavia, and his Partisans. This 
was a great mistake because it resulted 
in the breakdown of the wise plan to 
make of Yugoslavia a neutral zone be- 
tween the Soviet-dominated area. and 
free Europe. This was a tragic mistake 
because it resulted in the notorious Bel- 
grade trial and Mihailovich’s execution 
(July 17, 1946). 

The story is extremely complicated. 
The background was rivalry between 
Mihailovich and Tito. But this rivalry 
was fought out in a world characterized 
by .the inveterate hatred between the 
Serbians and the Croats, people speak- 
ing the same language, but belonging 
respectively to the Eastern and Western 
branches of the European civilization; 
by the latent conflict between the Ger- 
mans and the Italians, despite their 
military alliance; and by the reciprocal 
suspicions between the Anglo-Americans 
and the Soviets. This time and again 
resulted in almost unbelievable events, 
such as “triangular battles.” On one oc- 
casion, the Chetniks, encouraged by the 
benevolent attitude of the Italians, at- 
tacked the Germans, the Italians’ allies, 
but were stopped by Tito’s Partisans 
who at the same time fought the Ger- 
mans! 

To make the story understandable 
and readable, an exceptional ability to 
unfold complicated plots is necessary. 
Unfortunately, the author does not pos- 
sess this ability. He jumps from one 
subject to another, and often returns to 
things already told. Had he at least 
followed the chronological order! Alas, 
the reader is sometimes perplexed by 
going back to 1941 after 1944, to April 
after December, and so on. 

The story of the betrayal which is in 
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the focus of the author’s attention is, 
however, rather simple: Mihailovich 
was sacrificed to appease the Soviet Un- 
ion which, as the great Western allies 
feared, could otherwise have betrayed 
them and come to terms with Hitler. 
In this sacrifice, Churchill’s responsibil- 
ity was much greater than Roosevelt’s. 
That the sacrifice had been a terrible 
mistake, was later on recognized by the 
great English statesman. 

When the decision was made, credit 
started to be given to false stories about 
Mihailovich’s alleged collaboration with 
the Axis, and incredible stories about 
alleged victories of the Partisans began 
to be accepted at face value. In the 
book, these relatively simple facts al- 
most disappear in a maze of informa- 
tion concerning particular reports of 
British and American agents, the activi- 
ties of Louis Adamic in this country, 
the machinations of the British Foreign 
Office, the unfair statements of B.B.C. 

The thesis of the author, who is en- 
tirely ~pro-Mihailovich, is sound, but its 
presentation is so poor that only a few 
readers will be patient enough to read 
the book to the end. The chapter on 
Mihailovich’s trial is unduly short; 
probably it has been added in the 
course of a last hour revision. 





(Continued from page 197) 

held to the hope that there was hope 
for an escape from Soviet domination. 
In the end he was disillusioned! 

“The mental imprisonment that exists 
in the Communist Camp was beyond 
even my more or less sophisticated spec- 
ulations. But, as I discovered with bit- 
terness, when a man enters there [The 
Communist Party], he signs his death 
warrant as a free agent in thought or 
word or deed.” 


Layer Upon Layer of Deception 

Although high in the councils of the 
Communists and for years a member 
of the national committee, Budenz de- 
voted much of his time to editorial 
work. He became more and more 
amazed at the subservience of high 
officers to hidden sources of authority, 
but struggled on in the belief that 
Catholicism and Communism could 


somehow work together for the com- ‘ 


mon welfare. In the end, he saw that 
no one could work with the Commun- 
ists unless he was willing to destroy 
anything and everything that did not 
make Moscow the world Mecca. 


Neither Budenz, as managing editor 
of the party’s official newspaper, nor 
the officers above him knew from day 
to day what line they would be ex- 
pected to follow on the morrow. None 
could speak his mind openly. Each was 
forced to spy on the other for his own 
safety. The Communist Party was a 
mental concentration camp. Unnamed 
men appeared out of the mists of Mos- 
cow, issued their orders, and vanished 
into the nowhere. 


Gerhard Eisler— 
**Hans Berger’’ 

Budenz would be told to meet some- 
one at a certain restaurant. No time 
would be named. Later, a phone mes- 
sage would set the hour, but the place 
would not be mentioned over the phone. 
Going to the appointed spot, he would 
be introduced to a Mr. “Edwards,” or 
“Richards.” The introducer would 
then vanish. “Edwards,” or “Richards,” 
would present his case, speaking usually 
with a Russian accent, and evincing 
knowledge even of details going on in 
Budenz’s own private office. Another 
meeting place might be arranged, or the 
mysterious agent might never be seen 
nor heard from again. Oftentimes, Bu- 
denz had no idea of the purposes for 
which he was questioned, nor the reas- 
ons why he was assigned to ferret out 
information. It was long after the as- 
sassination of Trotsky in Mexico City 
that he connected up this case with 
certain visitors who had been planning 
the murder in New York. 


As in the case of Eisler, whose re- 
fusal to be questioned by the Senate 
evidently reflects the orders under which 
he works, the various agents lived in 
constant fear that they might accident- 
ally give away some secret. 


Chicago Experience 

In 1937 Budenz became editor of the 
Midwest Daily Record in Chicago. The 
USSR was working to foment war be- 
tween the U. S. and Britain. During the 
Russo-German pact, the “line” was to 
help Hitler and to sabotage American 
efforts. The Catholic newspapers were 
quoted whenever their words could be 
used to advantage, but when Hitler at- 
tacked Russia, the Chicago paper was 
closed up and Budenz returned to New 
York, where the Newspaper Guild was 
“in the pocket of the Communist 
Party.” 

By this time Budenz had come to 


ye 


believe Browder’s statement that the 
Communist idea in entering any labor 
party was to control and disrupt it, 
and that he was living in a world of 
falsehood. His sense of honesty worried 
him more and more. 


The Road Back 

Parts of the dramatic story of By 
denz’s return to the Church have been 
told in the press, but not accurately, 
In 1936 he wrote an attack on Msgr, 
Fulton Sheen, which was answered at 
length and in detail. He was invited 
by the Monsignor to lunch, and was 
not contradicted when he held forth on 
his old theme that Communism had 
within it a promise of democracy. 


Finally, Msgr. Sheen, pushing aside 
the remaining cutlery, exclaimed, “Let 
us now talk of the Blessed Virgin.” 


It was an electrifying moment. “Im- 
mediately, I was conscious of the sense- 
lessness and the sinfulness of my 
Tees” 


Of all the episodes of his career, says 
Budenz, this was the most electric. 
Twenty-one times he had stood in 
court, breathlessly awaiting a verdict 
of acquittal, but never had his soul 
been swept as it was that evening. 


Communist Straight-Jacket 

Nevertheless, he was so deeply en- 
meshed that it was another eight years 
before he made the final break. Even 
after he had decided to return to the 
Church “at any cost,” it took him two 
years to escape from his imprisonment. 
The inference is that he feared for his 
life. 


In late 1945 he re-entered the 
Church, accompanied by his second 
wife and their daughters. He _ had 
learned from Browder that the Com- 
munists’ only interest in labor was that 
it might be manipulated in ‘the interest 
of Moscow. He had been told by Fos 
ter, who succeeded Browder, that 
“every Leninist knows that religion is 
a poison that must be eradicated by 
argument or arms . . . and that the 
cornerstone we have to get rid of first 
is the Catholic mythology and the 
Catholic organization.” 

For Americans, this is the BOOK 
OF THE YEAR. 

This Is My Story, $3.00, and Pere 
Antoine, $2.50, comprise the March 
Dual Selection of the Thomas More 
Book Club. Members’ price for both 
books, $4.00, plus postage. 
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First Aid 
for Mental Prayer 


Meditations for Seminarians 

(.A. Prindeville,C.M.,S.T.D. Herder, $4.00 
Reviewed by Conell Dowd, C.P., Ph.D., 
professor of dogmatic theology, Pas- 
sionist House of Studies, Chicago. 


All those who make a point of devoting 
a, few minutes each day to meditation 
wil appreciate this book. Fr. Prinde- 
vile has solved a great number of 
common difficulties in mental prayer 
by giving us a brief outline for our 
daily meditations. The problem of 
“what will I think about” is settled by 
his outlines. The difficulty of “how to 
gend the time” is lessened by the order 
of points in the outline. 


The very brevity of these outlines 
makes it possible for us to use the 
bok during our time of mental prayer 
and yet think our own thoughts, make 
wr own reflections and observations, 
iashion our own resolutions according to 
our immediate and particular needs. It 
is evident that Fr. Prindeville did not 
intend this book to be read. He wants 
you to mull over his suggested thoughts 
ad fill out the outline in your own 
nind. Prime the pump, then pump the 
water. This book of meditations will 
prime our minds and hearts so that we 
an meditate upon these necessary 
truths. 


This book was prepared for semi- 
mrians but it is most apt for all 
dasses of men and women. In it are 
contained a meditation for each day of 
ihe year, special meditations for feast 
tays and a few outlines for days of 
recollection. For the benefit of those 
who need more help a development of 
ach outline is added. We might do 
well to read over this second part of 
tach meditation before we begin our 
player and then use the first part in 
wur actual meditation. 

The price of the book may stimulate 
sme adverse reflections. When we 
teak it down, however, it is little more 
han a penny a day . .. a small price 
it the fruit these outlines will bring 
Ito our daily prayer. 


* * w 


There are said to be 47 adult book 
tubs in operation at the present time. 
€ expect to see a large portion of 

fall by the wayside within the 
‘oming year. 


A Brief for Bible Study 


Retreat for Priests 
Ronald Knox S & W, $2.00 
Reviewed by Most Rev. F. J. L. Beck- 
man, S.T.D., Titular Archbishop of 
Phulli, former rector of St. Mary’s Sem- 
inary, Cincinnati. 


I have just finished reading a strikingly 
different and altogether wonderful vol- 
ume and hasten to recommend it to 
clergy and laymen alike for earnest, 
absorbing reading and study. 

Retreat for Priests is to my mind one 
of the best works to come before the 
Catholic reading public in many months. 
Couched in clear, crisp, limpid language, 
the beauty of style may blind us to the 
inherent unction of the book. But that 
unction is. there nevertheless; and it is 
the unction of God’s holy and eternal 
Word. 

Especially for those of a more ma- 
tured and discerning spirituality, this 
volume can be as a Sinai or a Tabor 
beckoning the way, a mountain of op- 
portunity rooted in the solid rock of a 
profound and enduring philosophy. 
Sinai and Tabor, after all, though of 
different eras, were twin mountains; for 





Succinct and 
Inspiring 
Heart Afire: 
Devotion to the Sacred Heart 

M.D. Forrest, M.S.C. Sentinel, $1.50 
Reviewed by Joseph M. O’Leary, C.P., 
professor of dogmatic theology, Pas- 

sionist House of Studies, Chicago. 
Father Forrest, theologian and Mission- 
ary of the Sacred Heart, gives us in this 
slender volume a compact, compre- 
hensive treatment of devotion to the 
Sacred Heart—a treatment  distin- 
guished for theological information and 
for precision, simplicity, clarity, and 
unction. 

Clergy and laity both will like this 
book for its succinct doctrinal exposi- 
tion and for its inspiring warmth of 
expression. Very practical suggestions 
are made for the development of the 
devotion in the individual, in the fam- 
ily, and in society. A brief summary is 
a proper ending to this little work, and 
should be a sure incentive to re-reading 
and study. This Heart Afire could be 
“like the sparks among the reeds,” to 
bring understanding of truth and fidel- 
ity in love (Wisdom III, 7, 9). 


on the one was given the Law and on 
the other that Law was transfigured and 
confirmed. 

It is clear, therefore, that the author 
in drawing such striking analogy be- 
tween the figures of the Old and New 
Law has made a really important con-, 
tribution to spiritual letters. Each medi- 
tation devolves on some character or 
episode of the Old’ Testament paral- 
leled with the New and is moralized 
and developed with all warmth and 
imagination for the spiritual benefit of 
the reader. 

Indeed, we do not study the Bible 
enough. In the Old and New Testa- 
ments we have our own literature, our 
own classic book of wonders unexcelled 
for its imagery and the depth of the 
great lessons of learning it contains— 
a glorious compendium of divine and 
human experiences overshadowed by 
the Holy Spirit Himself, a history. of 
histories complete. 

I wonder if in our schools and 
seminaries we encourage Bible study 
enough? Much money is spent in an 
effort to keep Catholic education abreast 
of the secular schools in the training 
of the pupil for worldly success, as if 
that were the prime goal of the class- 
room. The unum necessarium—the end 
and sum of Catholic education—is, I 
fear, being adversely influenced by this 


abominable materialism that infects 
and kills the soul. 
Consequently I cannot emphasize 


enough the vital importance of placing 
this striking volume in the hands of 
every single Catholic educator and 
teacher in this nation, where it cannot 
fail to have a profound conditioning 
influence which it is earnestly hoped 
will find fruitful and immediate ex- 
(Continued on page 200) 





March Publication 

As of February 21, the news on the 
publication of The Fathers of the 
Church, the original 72-volume transla- 
tion of patristic masterpieces, is that 
Volume I—‘The Apostolic Fathers”— 
will be released during March. 

This series is directed and edited by 
Dr. Ludwig Schopp (who conceived the 
idea of a translation of the Fathers), 
and an impressive board of classical 
and patristic scholars. The individual 
volumes, averaging about 400 pages 
each, will cost $4.00, with a 12% dis- 
count on subscriptions to the series. 
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How Pearl Harbor Happened 


Pearl Harbor: 
The Story of The Secret War 
George Morgenstern D-A, $3.00 
Morgenstern is an editorial writer for 
the Chicago Tribune, a newspaper 
noted for its outspoKen, continued, and 
usually severe opposition to Franklin 
D. Roosevelt and practically everything 
for which his administration stood. One 
might, therefore, expect to find in this 
book violent denunciations and _§in- 
nuendos. If so he will be disappointed. 
The author’s indignation over certain 
happenings is not concealed. He feels 
that Admiral Kimmel and General 
Short were scapegoats, but the book on 
the whole seems to have been written 


for the record, with great seriousness. 
The Appendix and Index alone comprise 
89 pages. 

Mr. Roosevelt is accused of a lack 
of frankness. His motives are impugned. 
There is no great effort to present the 
background—a country for the greater 
part indifferent, oblivious of the grow- 
ing danger, unwilling to prepare—and 
a President who no doubt believed war 
to be inevitable. 

We hope to write more about this 
important book—which Father James 
M. Gillis, editor of the Catholic World, 
says you should read, “on whatever 
side of the controversy you may now 
happen to be... .” 








Pattern for Living 


For All to Live By 
Leo Sterck Bruce, $2.75 
Reviewed by James P. Derum 


The aim and end of all Catholic teach- 
ing is to bring us to pattern our lives 
on Christ’s—and that is the result 
sought directly by the author of For 
All to Live By. Vividly presenting each 
episode in Christ’s life against Judea’s 
ancient background and that of ever- 
modern human nature, each chapter 
helps us assess our degree of success or 
failure in living by Christ’s pattern. 

The author reveals long and profit- 
able pondering upon the lessons of the 
Gospels, and his applications of those 
lessons are as modern as the problems 
of today’s Catholic college students. For 
here is dramatically driven home to us 
the fact that each should be as person- 
ally under the influence of Christ’s 
example as if we were observing Him 
in the cities and the countrysides of 
Judea; and the fact that we, like the 
people of Christ’s day, must be respon- 
sible for acceptance or rejection of that 
example that He gave for all to live by. 

Father Sterck’s book reads easily; the 
writing is clear and clean. It can be 
profitable to all adults. Written, how- 
ever, by one in daily contact with Cath- 
olic college students and their problems 
(author is on the faculty of St. Am- 
brose College, Davenport), For All to 
Live By should be of particular help to 
young men and women (in or out of 
college) who have yet to realize fully 
through trial and sorrow that the only 
true happiness on life’s journey is in the 
way of Christ. 

(Catholic Literary Foundation) 


Violent Clash Over 


“Pavilion of Women” 


An altercation arising from a denuncia- 
tion of Pearl Buck’s Pavilion of Women 
by Rev. John S. Kennedy highlights 
the fact that literary appraisal is a 
hazardous undertaking. 

As reported in The Tablet, Brooklyn, 
Father Kennedy called Pearl Buck’s 
book “an argument for atheism .. . 
ignorant, obscurantist, reactionary, ar- 
bitrary, repressive.” (Father Kennedy 
is noted for his use of many words.) 

He also wrote that the Book-of-the- 
Month Club and the Literary Guild 
would shy away from the books hostile 
to and derisive of other creeds, but 
have no hesitation in giving out books 
that impugn Catholicism and hold up 
believing Catholics to ridicule (Pavilion 
of Women is a Literary Guild selec- 
tion). 

The rebuttal of the Literary Guild 
was written by its president, M. J. Sut- 
liff, who states that he was born and 
reared a Catholic and educated in 
Catholic schools, and that their literary 
editor, John Beecroft, is also a Catholic. 
He observes that writers such as Father 
Kennedy should be “more careful be- 
fore disseminating such vicious propa- 
ganda.” 

In addition, the Literary Guild presi- 
dent declares that one of his advisers 
who taught for six years at a Catholic 
university makes the comment that 
“some Catholics are holier than the 
Church and because they have studied 
moral theology, automatically consider 
themselves authorities on all subjects.” 

This adviser claims further that the 





(Continued from page 199) 
pression in the classroom. 

And of course for the clergy Retrey 
for Priests is a clarion call to renewed 
spiritual fervor and rededication, ay 
earnest exhortation to the pursuit of 
that sanctity that is demanded of js 
in our sacerdotal estate. But more—j 
is a warning, a warning against that 
smug security in mediocrity so hatefy] 
to our divine Lord. It is a warning 
against letting ourselves be ensnared by 
that bourgeois mentality that measure 
success by the acquisition of external 
of buildings and money and materia 
things and worldly honors accruing 
thereon. 

Rather, Monsignor Knox points out, 
it is God’s standard of success with 
which we should be concerned, a stand. 
ard that demands total love for total 
love, total gift for total gift, total sac. 
rifice for Him Who is the measure of 
our success. 

Granted, this genuine success is not 
easy of achievement, but there is no 
better way to begin than by making a 
good retreat, a retreat that really gets 
“under the skin”’—a spiritual vaccina- 
tion that “takes.” And in this respect 
Retreat for Priests is without doubt an 
important signpost on the highway of 
our ministry, pointing the way toa 
holy, happy and fruitful life in Christ’ 
Vineyard. 





only anti-Catholic book chosen by the 
Literary Guild is Taylor Caldwell’ 
This Side of Innocence, and that in this 
book the Catholic papers failed to dis 
cover anti-Catholic implications. 

The point of interest in this clash of 
opinions, or temperaments, would seem 
to be that literary criticism as ev 
denced by the general run of comment 
in our newspapers has not yet “grow 
up,” and, second, that we have not ye 
learned the art of restraint in discus 
sion. Anyone who follows the English 
newspapers will readily recognize th 
difference. 

As says Péguy, it is true that he who 
does not bellow the truth when k 
knows the truth makes himself the & 
complice of liars and forgers. But the 
truth is not always obvious. Fath 
Kennedy characterizes the book ® 
question by a string of denunciatofy 
adjectives. Mr. Sutliff retaliates. by #Y 
ing that he, his editor, and his advist 
are Catholics. 

Turn off the gas.... 
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THOMAS MORE BOOK CLUB 


“Scarlet Lily” Author Off on New Tack 


A Rousing, Provocative Novel 
Pere Antoine 

Edward F. Murphy,S.S.J. Doubleday, $2.50 
Tempestuous—both spiritually and 
politically—semi-historical, emotional, 
and almost certain to be controversial, 
this new novel is in almost every re- 
spect a radical departure from Father 
Murphy’s previous efforts, Road From 
Oliver, and The Scarlet Lily (soon to 
be reprinted in a $1.00 edition). 


The scene opens in a church in Spain 
—romantically. Anglice, kneeling at 
Vespers, reaches for a’ prayer book on 
the bench behind her. Antonio,. wishing 
to be helpful, reaches also. Their hands 
touch, their eyes meet. But—for two 
years Antonio has been contemplating a 
life of poverty, chastity and obedience, 
in the Capuchin monastery on a nearby 
hill! 

Outside the church, Antonio is intro- 
duced to Anglice by his friend Emilio. 
It seems to be love at first sight, and 
alter numerous meetings, and tense 
scenes, Antonio’s vocation still hangs 
in the balance. A final note tells him 
“God has chosen you.” 


Long afterward, the slender thread 
still weaves tragically through the 
tangled skein of circumstance. 


Antonio’s novitiate passes hurriedly, 
if not too happily. The rigorous aus- 
terities of his ascetic novice-master lead 
to a rebellion for which Antonio is 
blamed, but the story really does not 
get underway until Father Antonio 
lands in New Orleans and immediately 
gets into trouble with practically every- 
one because of his boundless zeal. In- 
stead of distributing the gold in his 
character, his inclination was to hit 
people over the head with it. 

Father John F. O’Connell of New 
Orleans, one of those who read and re- 
ported on the manuscript for us, says 
that the Catholic historian, John Gil- 
mary Shea, “castigated the flesh-and- 
blood Antoine as the scourge of re- 
ligion in Louisiana,” but the ecclesiastic 
who preached at the “Scourge’s” fu- 
neral pronounced him,’ emphatically, a 
saint. “Somewhere between these two 
appraisals Father Murphy finds his in- 
spiration, and he has himself and his 
teaders a thrilling time figuring out 
how a man could have been so hated 
in the beginning managed to become so 


esteemed in the end.” 

The period covered is that in which 
the Spanish influence in Louisiana gave 
way to that of the French. He who was 
Fray Antonio, Father Murphy (and the 
people of N.O.) later took the liberty of 
calling Pére Antoine, and “versing him 
in some of the situations that the belli- 
cose and benignant friar truly had to 
face.” Father Murphy is at his best in 
depicting the stormy scenes between 
the powers of Church and State—rela- 
tions which were always strained, and 
Pére Antoine was always in ‘the Middle. 

Father Murphy does not strictly fol- 
low the Catholic Encyclopedia version 
but relies rather on later source-ma- 

(Continued on page 202) 





WHO’S WHO IN THE 
SMEAR BRIGADE 


“In Fact’’ 


In an article exposing the techniques 
of various “smear brigades” who “ruin 
reputations for a price,” John T. Flynn, 
author of Country Squire in the White 
House, Meet Your Congress, and other 
books, refers to the magazine, Jn Fact, 
as “George Seldes’ little pink smear 
sheet.” 


“Under Cover” -“The Plotters” 
Mr. Flynn’s article denounces “John 
Roy Carlson,” author of Under Cover, 
and a new book, The Plotters, as a tool 
of smarter men and a “force for evil of 
almost unbelievable malignity.” He 
terms Carlson’s book “a wilderness of 
lies,” “a comprehensive offensive in the 
field of mass defamation” which was 
written “to discredit the political op- 
ponents of the Roosevelt war policy.” 
“Carlson,” and his publisher, Dutton, 
were sued for libel. The charge was 
sustained by a jury. Federal Judge 
John Barnes said, “I think this book 
was written by a wholly irresponsible 
person who would write anything for 
a dollar. I think this book (Under 
Cover) was published by a publisher 
who would do anything for a dollar.” 
Flynn says that the author was an 
employee of Leon Birkhead and Rex 
Stout, and was paid fifty dollars a week 
by the Friends of Democracy for col- 
lecting the material. 
We quote the foregoing to answer 
numerous questions. 


‘ have 
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I nvestigating Irvie 
The Show Piece 


Booth Tarkington (intro. Susanah 
Tarkington) Doubleday, $2.00 


Reviewed by Abigail Quigley McCarthy, 
author and lecturer in literature. 
Readers who remember Penrod, Penrod 
and Sam, the good-humored satire of 
Gentle Julia, and the near-heartbreak 
of Alice Adams will be saddened to 
realize that this posthumously pub- 
lished, unfinished novel is the last book 
by Booth Tarkington that they will 
ever read. It is not a great book—no 
book of Tarkington’s ever was—nor is 
it a deep study of human nature—no 
book of his was ever that either. But 
it is a good example of the competence 
arrived at by the American novelist in 
depicting the American scene before 
our literature broke out into a rash of 
hard-boiled super-realists. The Show 
Piece might just as well have been writ- 
ten in the teens or the early twenties 

of this century. 


As the introduction tells us, Mr. 
Tarkington thought of himself as a 
writer of the “investigatory novel” 
which is to be distinguished from the 
“ ‘vicarious adventure’ and vicarious 
love-experience stories wherein the 
reader . . . becomes in imagination one 
or more of the fictitious people.” His 
purpose was not to provide escape but 
to “investigate human beings and if 
possible to reveal something about 
them.” 


The Show Piece is an investigation 
of egoism and its effect on the egoist 
and upon those people who are invar- 
iably drawn into his orbit. Readers will 
find in Irvie Pease, the main character, 
much that the author may or may not 
intended—the inevitable ruin — 
brought about by over-fond parents 
who invest all their love and their. fu- 
ture in one child, for instance. They 
will find the book a study of that group 
of Americans which Mr. Tarkington 
knew better than any other, the first 
citizens and prosperous old families of 
the fast-growing small cities of the Mid- 
west. Last of all, they will find what 
Booth Tarkington always gave them— 
good reading. 


* bs w 


Short Story: Two fleas were chatting 
on Robinson Crusoe’s island. Said one, 
“So long, I’ll see you on Friday.” 

That’s all. 
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“For Our Freedom and Yours” 


The Dark Side of the Moon 
Anon. (Preface by T. S. Eliot) 
Scribner, $2.75 
Reviewed by Ferdinand A. Hermens, 
Ph.D., professor of political science, 
The University of Notre Dame, author 
of Potsdam and Peace. 


This is a book of Polish suffering under 
Russian occupation, written with deep 
feeling and great skill by a Polish auth- 
or, whom the force of circumstances 
caused to be anonymous. The English 
of the translation is flawless, and the 
book reads well from the first page 
to the last. 

The volume begins with a geographi- 
cal and historical survey of Russia, with 
the emphasis placed upon the Com- 
munist period. The discussion of Com- 
munist ethics shows a_ sociological 
awareness which is commendable, but 
not present, at least not in similar 
strength, in the rest of the book. Most 
of the volume is given over to a descrip- 
tion of the fate of the Poles deported 
to Russia in 1940 and 1941. 

The author had at his disposal a 
large collection of letters from expellees, 
which he analyzes, and from which he 
reproduces some telling excerpts. As 
human documents these letters have few 
equals in history, although the history 
of our own time is apparently destined 
to multiply the experiences upon which 
they are based. There is also to be 
found in these reports some valuable, 
if terrifying, material on conditions in 
Russian forced labor camps. 

Where so much suffering is involved 
emotion may overwhelm reason. The 
author, after having first emphasized 
the objective factors behind Communist 
* terror, later tends to personalize his 
interpretations. The claim (pp. 73-4) 
that no Russian soldiers on the trains 
carrying the expellees eastward showed 
any signs of humanity, may, on the 
basis of the author’s material, be true 
if the behavior of soldiers alone is con- 
sidered, but any generalization would 
conflict with several experiences de- 
scribed in the text, for example on 
p. 159, “The guard seemed to be a 
kind sort of man and he was very 
polite to us.” 

Victor Kravchenko’s J Chose Free- 
dom, showing the sufferings of the 
Russians under the Communist system, 
is an indispensable supplement to The 
Dark Side of the Moon. Totalitarianism 


is the enemy, and the Russians as well 
as the Poles are its victims, as are, at 
present, peoples of certain other nations 
for whom the end of the war has not 
brought the freedom to which they are 
entitled. The-truth contained in the 
proud old Polish motto, “For our free- 
dom and yours,” needs to be re- 


emphasized. 
bs bk 


Ethics for 
Public People 


Morals in Politics and Professions 
Francis J. Connell, C.SS.R Newman, $2.50 


Reviewed by Rev. William J. Aldridge, 
O.P., Dominican House of Studies. 


Here is a book that can be of great 
benefit to Catholics in public and pro- 
fessional life. Professional men and 
women—legislators, judges, soldiers, 
policemen, lawyers, doctors, nurses, 
school teachers, and social service work- 
ers—are informed, though sometimes 
sketchily, of what is expected of them 
in the performance of their duties, and 
they are given concrete answers to the 
problems they meet in their respective 
walks of life. 

The menacing problem of graft and 
corruption so characteristic of American 
politics is given thorough treatment and 
is convincingly condemned in the light 
of Catholic moral principles. Though at 
times strict in his application of prin- 
ciples, Fr. Connell nevertheless has 
reputable theologians to support his 
convictions. 

Those in.public life will receive much 
helpful guidance in this volume. Priests, 
also, will find it of real value for its 
concrete solutions of moral cases. Most 
of the chapters appeared originally in 
the American Ecclesiastical Review. 





(Continued from page 201) 
terial—Baudier’s History of the Cath- 
olic Church in Louisiana. He affords his 
fancy a free and lively rein. Any re- 
semblance beyond the name “‘is as ac- 
cidental as the truth itself often turns 
out to be.” 

Underlying the many dramatic scenes 
in which Father Murphy excels, is the 
conflict between the civil and ecclesiast- 
ical authorities in Catholic Louisiana. 
Civil regulations are ineffective. Spirit- 
uality is at low ebb. Whether to have 
a strong Church and a weak State, or 
vice versa, is the issue which provides 


$< 


endless violent clashes. The spirituality 
of Fray Antonio, too intensive to last, 
too rigid not to break, is opposed by 
civil overlords who see nothing byt 
wiliness in even the simplest works of 
God. 

As Father O’Connell says in his ap. 
alysis, a gleam is cast on the origin of 
American liberty as well as on the moot 
question of the value of the Spanish 
Inquisition—‘“more than a mere story,” 
there are “definite overtones of spirit. 
uality and undercurrents of political sig. 
nificance . . . rendering its hero, despite 
his priest-character, as human and 
realistic as any creation in modern lit. 
erature.” 

“For the thinker, Pére Antoine fw. 
nishes plenteous food for thought; for 
the casual reader, a wealth of plot, 
color and climax; for all, an enlighten- 
ing and emotional experience. Catholic, 
Protestant and Jew will alike yield to 
its peculiar appeal, compounded of 
timeliness (it tells of the beginning of 
Americanism and the making of an 
American), honesty (it uses no white. 
wash), heartiness (it does not scom 


sentiment), and finesse (it follows 
through). 
“Two great characters, centuries 


apart, are gracefully introduced into 
the fable: St. Thomas Aquinas and St. 
Jean-Marie Vianney, the Curé d’Ars. 
These alone, ingeniously handled by the 
author as they are, would have been 
enough to endow the novel with a 
stature beyond the ordinary. . . . But 
the story abounds in striking usages, 
while the hero himself solidly holds the 
center of the stage. 

“In fine Pére Antoine, already the 
choice of two book clubs, (The Thomas 
More Book Club, and the new Family 
Reading Club), seems to be the kind oi 
Catholic novel for which a wide public 
has been long waiting. Perhaps never 
before has been better portrayed 4 
figure whose life was originally a fierce 
flame in a dark period of American 
history and later changed to a gentle 
star above it. 

“No one can read this wise and pithy 
book without acquiring a _ mellowet 
viewpoint and feeling a better man. ...” 

—J. C.F 
Ww x D4 


Idaho Springs, Colo.: *. . . Yout 
excellent publication, Books ™ 
Trial, is a veritable ‘must’ in aly 
pastor’s library. .. .” 

—Rev. Francis P. Potempa 
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Poeiry Without Tears 


The Vision Splendid 

Nevile Watts S & W, $2.00 
Reviewed by Louis F. Doyle, S.J., pro- 
fessor of English, St. Louis University, 
and redoubtable literary critic, who 
says he is a little bit tired of English 
eforts to persuade the world that Eng- 
lish history goes no further back than 
1939. “It goes back to Beowulf,’ says 

Father Doyle... 


The author of this excellent book is ob- 
viously addressing English readers and 
drawing on an experience of thirty 
years in Britain’s schools for boys, but 
it is a work that no American teacher 
of English in grade or high schools can 
afford to neglect. As literature, it is in 
the genial, stimulating vein of Charles 
Osgood and Van Wyck Brooks but of a 
broader outlook and a loftier viewpoint 
than either. 

His thesis that, after religion, litera- 
ture (especially poetry), is the sover- 
eign cure for the world’s worst ills is, 
while not new, that better thing, an 
old truth in a new and charming garb 
somewhat reminiscent of G. K. Chester- 
ton when he was not trying to be alto- 
gether too clever. 


The present reviewer, after twenty 
years of teaching experience in the 
English classroom, met with so many 
wise and sound things said for the first 
time that he marvelled. For instance, 
that poetry cannot be taught; students 
can only be infected by a man who 
loves literature with the desire to 
plunge into the realms of gold for 
themselves. Again, it can be communi- 
cated only by reading aloud. Likewise, 
that, even at the cost of some factual 
ignorance, youngsters should not be 
bedevilled by footnotes and commen- 
lary. Mr. Watts is very distrustful of 
“method” in teaching literature, since 
itis too likely to become, as it became 
in the teaching of the classics, an end 
instead of a means. 

But there is (p. 124) one ‘most 
amazing sentence. “Sweetest and most 
thivalrous of foes, the Englishman can 
lever learn to hate his enemy, . . .”! 
Has Mr. Watts never heard of Joan of 
Ate, of Henry V before Harfleurs, of 
Drogheda, of A Modest Proposal, of 
Itland’s famine in 1845-6-7, of the 
fictitious “Belgian atrocities,” of the 
Black and Tans, of Longfellow’s 
Evangeline, and of countless other 
lapses from sweetness and chivalry? I 


Maynard’s Rightful Metier 


Collected Poems 

Theodore Maynard Macmillan, $3.50 
Reviewed by Sister Mary Immaculate, 
C.S.C., Ph.D., chairman, English de- 
partment, Saint Mary’s College, Notre 
Dame; contributor of articles and poet- 
ry to secular and religious periodicals. 


The struggle of growth in truth rather 
than the restlessness of doubt is the 
basis of conflict in this book, rare for 
its equanimity among volumes of col- 
lected verse. Almost as unusual is the 
courageous choice of those subjects 
which a long tradition has sustained 
against contemporary reaction. Here, 
however, through the poet’s sensitivity, 
cosmopolitan culture, and_ essential 
faith, these themes are given the re- 
generation of creative art. 

Some of the poems fall short of the 
high level of “Dwell with Me, Lovely 
Images,’ which Alfred Noyes singles 
out for comment in his charming intro- 
duction. Good lines, however, and often 
fine stanzas rescue from complete medi- 
ocrity even these less perfect poems. 
A joy hard-won and a recurrent pain 
are Mr. Maynard’s most frequent 
moods, courage the characteristic spirit 
strengthened by the one and challenged 
by the other. This courage manifests 
itself not only in an aloofness from fad, 
but in certain aspects of the poems on 
death, the weather, separation, and 
sorrow. 

In the dimensions of height and 
depth one is reminded of Pascal’s two 
infinities of littleness and greatness. It 
is into the infinity of littleness that 
Mr. Maynard probes with his exquisite 


delicacy of touch. He is at his best 


when he can 
Bring all the mind’s intensity 
To bear upon a flower, 
not in an expending of vast energy on 
the trivial, but in the realization that 
Eternity, infinity 
Can blaze there for an hour. 

The dimension of breadth lies more 
in geographical range than in psycho- 
logical experience. When one remem- 
bers that Mr. Maynard was born in 
India of English parents, it is not sur- 
prising to find that in the realm of 
desire, nostalgia predominates. England 





suggest that the whole chapter asses- 
sing English character be either deleted 
or rewritten with an eye on the cold 
facts of history. 


in gay hyperbole vies with heaven as 

the ultimate empyrean. In those half 

facetious statements that hide too sober 

truth, he says 

If I should ever scramble into heaven 

I wouldn’t call it heaven were it not 
England. 

The claim of England on a tried loy- 

alty may account for the fine quality 

of the sonnet sequence, “English 

Weather.” It may explain, too, the 

peculiar English humus of his religious 

world. 

The chief limitation of this book be- 
comes quite disarming when Mr. May- 
nard acknowledges it in his admission 
of the bewildering effect of the supernal. 
It is in the empires of the magnificent 
and vast where the peculiar and indi- 
vidual is lost that he is defeated in 
“outstaring the sun.” 

For a book whose contents cover a 
period of years, this work represents 
a remarkably sustained quality of good 
writing, admirable taste, and clean tech- 
nique. 

* * * 


Praises Prefaces 
I Wish I'd Written That 
ed. Eugene J. Woods Whittlesey, $3.50 
Reviewed by William A. FitzGerald, 
Ph.D., librarian, St. Louis University 
School of Medicine. 


This anthology representing what thirty- 
three famous co-editors would have de- 
sired to have written, covers a wide 
variety of prose plus a few selections 
from poetry and verse. Each item is 
prefaced by the individual co-editor 
who explains the reasons for the selec- 
tion. In some cases the prefaces are 
more fascinating than the selections, 
which, when taken from their context, 
do not always impress. 

Some of the co-editors are: Chris- 
topher Morley, Kenneth Roberts, Willa 
Cather, James Thurber, Clare Boothe 
Luce, Will Cubby, Westbrook Pegler, 
H. I. Phillips. Such authors as Francis 
Thompson, Sherwood Anderson, Leo 
Tolstoy, John Ruskin, George Santa- 
yana, Gertrude Stein, Damon Runyon, 
have representation in the selections. 

I Wish I'd Written That is just an- 
other anthology—no better, no worse, 
and serves the usual purpose of varie- 
gated selections. The particular merit 
of this one probably lies in the talent 
included in many of the prefaces. 
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REVIEW EXCERPTS x COMMENTS x RATINGS 


Review excerpts are reprinted without prejudice to any reviewer, publisher or author. 


Abbreviations used: E—Excellent + F—Favorable 
C-I—Current Interest + H.S.—Satisfactory for High 
School * TFA—Too Far Advanced * A—For Adults 
DM—Doubtful Merit - WR—With Reservations - U— 
Unfavorably reviewed or regarded + O—Offensive or 


The following are among the more important books of a 
yeneral nature recently published. Title, author, publisher 
Od price is shown, followed by one or more pertinent review 
excerpts from leading publications, or by Comments or 
Ratings or brief descriptions furnished by members of our 








own Staff. nee : 
These pages are therefore useful as a sort of current Objectionable + DIS—Disapproved + REC—Recom- 
catalog. mended * REV—Reviewed * MSO—Mature Students Only 


The Aerodrome 

Rex Warner Lippincott, $2.75 
America: “. . . the book opens with an im- 
possibly melodramatic self-revelation by the 
Rector (Roy’s supposed father) of a past 
infidelity, which sets a false note right at the 
start, and several passages are needlessly and 
suggestively sensuous. . . .” 

A—O 


Book-of-the-Month Club 


The Angelic Avengers 

Pierre Andrezel Random, $3.00 
Harold C. Gardiner in America: “. . . I found 
the style incredibly ludicrous; it is lush, pretty, 
sntimental—a sort of simpering parody of a 
Maria Edgeworth. .. . 

“... the book ... is clean as air... and 
there is something in it that many a slick 
American novelist never approaches, a hint at 
the existence of hell-deep evil. . . .” 

4—F—REV (p. 171). 


Arbitration of Labor Disputes 

Samuel R. Zack Doniger & Raughley, $2.50 
Informative case histories and how they were 
wttled, by an experienced arbitrator and con- 
sultant. 

4—FIO 


Austrian Requiem 

Kurt von Schuschnigg Putnam, $3.50 
Waldemar Gurian in America: “. . . His 
memoirs . . . reveal Schuschnigg as an honest 
and correct man. He tries to be fair and just 
... IS never swept away by emotions . . . he 
iefends without hesitation his past policies. 
He did not believe that an armed resistance 
gainst Hitler’s Anschluss coup was feasible 
- . Material most valuable for the _his- 
lorian, . . .” 

A—F—REV (p. 159). 


Behind the Iron Curtain 
George Moorad Fireside, $3.00 
The Tablet, Brooklyn: “Other recent books 
"conditions within Soviet Russia have pre- 
“ated a more analytical and scholarly study 
ithe facts... but it will not be surprising 
t Behind the Iron Curtain has a more real 
+ not only on American public opinion 
‘On the sensitive dictators of the Soviet 
Thion, . es 
“Of particular interest is Mr. Moorad’s per- 
Story of what and how much truth can 
found under the Moscow date line in 


FIO—For Information Only. 


American newspapers. . . . ‘No correspondent 
has ever seen the Red Army in action,’ al- 
though each wrote columns on it for the 
American people. What the Moscow press 
representatives cabled was concocted from 
Soviet writers at the front. . . . The news- 
paperman found United States propaganda in 
the Soviet Union of little worth, but anti- 
American propaganda constant and emphatic. 

[Of UNRRA relief]: “ ‘Europe is starving, 
but the Russian technique of political utility 
stands first. The Soviets well know the im- 
portance of relief. . . . Distribution by Soviet 
agents means the firm establishment of the 
new way of life, because only ‘sovietized’ 
people will eat’.” 


The Best American Short Stories, 1946 
ed. Martha Foley H M, $3.00 
Riley Hughes in Columbia: “. . . although it 
includes some fine stores, find room for many 
more which are unworthy of repetition and 
review.” 
A—WR 


The Butterfly 

James M. Cain Knopf, $2.00 
Chicago Daily News: “. . . a story in which 
a group of people who are thoroughly un- 
stable in the beginning work diligently away 
at some of the more lurid practices of degra- 
dation and end up by being still thoroughly 
unstable. Nothing that is of the least sig- 
nificance from a moral point of view has hap- 


pened from beginning to end. . . . Nor is the 
treatment honest... . 
“. . dreary unwholesomeness. . . . Mr. 


Cain’s stories have been successful because 
they are short, shocking and utterly meaning- 
less . . . blunt, unapologetic appeals to the 
streak of morbidity in our natures. A French 
writer has called this . . . the homesickness for 
the mire.” 


Chicago Tribune: “. . . it will be bought by 

. , those who take sex vicariously. . . . He 
admits his vehicles are weighted down with 
ae 

“'. , to stay in business he (Knopf) also 
has to publish best sellers. . . .” 

A—DIS 


A Catholic Quiz Book 

Herbert Kenny & Geoffrey P. Keane Mac, $2.00 
Groups of questions on all phases of Catholic 
doctrine, history and culture, of special use in 
enlivening club meetings and parties, but lack- 
ing a desirable imagination and challenge in 


presentation. 
A—HS—F—REC 


Chinese Ghost and Love Stories 

P’u Sung-Ling (tr. Rose Quong) Pantheon, $3.75 
Anne Fremantle in The Commonweal: “No 
lovelier story-book for grown-ups than this 
selection from the Liao Chad stories can be 
imagined... . 

“.. . because they are Chinese, there is a 
continual current of sage wisdom watering 
even the most innocent, unpretentious story. 


” 


A—FIO 


Need We Say More? 

Cider from Eden 

Nancy Bruff Dutton, $2.75 
From book-jacket blurb: “. . . A lusty and 
robust successor to The Manatee. . . . [Hero- 
ine’s] almost violent beauty and inner turmoil 
touch the lives of all who love her as she fol- 
lows the call of restlessness in her blood... . 
Rich and vital characters . . . the three sons 
she had deserted . . . old Jonathon Van Fleet 
who kept four plump amorous ladies in a 
yellow brick house. . Jonathon’s wife, 
greedy and sadistic. . . .” 

(The Manatee was a close runner-up to 
Forever Amber for depravity.) 

A—FIO . 


The Coming Crisis 

Fritz Sternberg Day, $3.50 
The Saturday Review of Literature: “. . . an 
important book on the coming great crisis 
which he considers unavoidable. . . . He also 
offers a well-reasoned conclusion that no effec- 
tive measures to avoid it are likely to be 
taken in the United States. . . . One leaves the 
book with the impression that the incisive 
analysis of the past is not matched in quality 
by the attempt to forecast the future... . 
The importance of the book is in its timely 
reminder that the 1929 crisis was not resolved 
by the time war broke out. . . . The outcome 
of the coming crisis may decide the fate of 
the world.” 

A—F 


Complacent Dictator 


Sir Samuel Hoare Knopf, $3.50 
Chicago Tribune: “. . . an excellent, readable 
account .. . as seen from the viewpoint of the 


British embassy in Madrid. It supplements 
with rather more detail the similar narrative 
of our wartime ambassador, Carlton J. Hayes. 
Hoare is in full agreement with Hayes as to 
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the folly and irresponsibility of the left wing 
groups in America and Great Britain which 
would have risked the larger strategic aims of 
the war in order to satisfy their private feud 
with Franco. These groups seem to have been 
less articulate in England than in the United 
States.” 


A—WR 
Country Jake 

Charles B. Driscoll Macmillan, $3.00 
Riley Hughes in Columbia: “. . . there is more 


than a little indication that the family’s Catho- 
lic life remained exterior to daily living. .. . 
Mr. Driscoll has said it all, leaving nothing 
out, of a life that was drab and grim and 
almost, yet never quite, without hope. He 
tells his story well, but he is fighting too many 
ghosts of the past, I think... .” 
A—F—REV by editor. 


Cross Section 

Edwin Seaver S&S, $3.50 
A “collection of new American writing” Which 
gives baleful evidence of a new low estate of 
our moral and critical intelligence. Only a few 
of the fifty-odd inclusions escape being lab- 
elled totally objectionable. The moral theo- 
logian might care to rake through this one 
for data. —Riley Hughes 

A—DIS 


The Chrysanthemum and the Sword 

Ruth Benedict H M, $3.00 
America: “. . . Being the most alien enemy 
the United States ever fought, Japan had to 
be understood before she could be coped with. 
Ruth Benedict, famous Columbia anthropolo- 
gist, was assigned by the Office of War In- 
formation to study Japan. This book is her 
report. ... 

os . well-written, complete and _ scien- 


ics” 

A—F 
Cuba 

Erna Fergusson Knopf, $3.75 
America: “. . . based upon long experience 


bolstered by library research . . . both delight- 


ful and a dependable aid to . under- 
standing.” 

A—F 
Dear Fatherland, Rest Quietly 

Margaret Bourke-W hite S & S, $3.00 


H. A. Reinhold in Commonweal: “. . . I guess 
Miss Bourke-White has innumerable reasons 
to be sarcastic about Germans, nazis and the 
poor job we are now doing over there... 
makes an heroic effort and often succeeds in 
being simply an open-minded observer with 
decent, human emotions coloring her picture 
and sanity guiding her. The book is vivid, 
warm and almost fascinating. .. . 

“. . . I hope that her book will not be 
passed off as a sort of morbid entertain- 
ment.” 

A—F 


Defeat in Victory 
Jan Ciechanowski Doubleday, $3.50 


William H. Chamberlin in Chicago Tribune: 
“The former Polish ambassador to this coun- 
try .. . has performed a most valuable service 
to the American people. . . . 


“. . . Poland was an unanswerable test case 
for the validity of Atlantic Charter principles 
because it was the first nation which took up 
arms against Hitler . . . it is immensely im- 
portant that this story should be told .. . 
soberly and temperately . . . it casts a blind- 
ing light on the weakness and futility of 
American war-time diplomacy. .. . 


John La Large in America: “. . . It is a fairly 
sure guess that what Ciechanowski has so 
graphically and intelligently written will go 
a long way toward forming American public 
opinion . . . and will rank with Time for 
Decision, by Sumner Welles. . . .” 

A—REC 


Dulcimer Street 

Norman Collins DS & P, $3.00 
Harold C. Gardiner in America: “. . . this was 
a treat .. . a rich slice of London life; in one 
sense, the city is the hero of the book.... 

“. . Some denizens of Dulcimer Street are 
queer ones, but Mr. Collins is not the one to 
call in Freud for consultation. . 

“. . . a huge and sprawling book . . . but 
I guarantee that after you have shared their 
lives for fifty pages, you will hate to say 
good-bye to them at the end of 600... .” 

A—REC—REV by Mary Hennigan. 


Dunkerley’s 
Howard Spring Harper, $2.50 
Harold C. Gardiner in America: “. . . a sequel 


to his Hard Facts . . . it is a let-down . 
to be followed adequately it demands a knowl- 
edge of the earlier book... . 

“Mr. Spring writes well; his characters are 
alive, if a little glacial; but there is a deaden- 
ing impression throughout that they are noth- 
ing but creatures of circumstances. .. .” 

A—DM—REVD by Fr. Demetrius. 


Eamon de Valera 

M. J. McManus Z-D, $3.00 
This biography by the literary editor of the 
Irish Press, is a colorful and exciting account 
of what was probably the most eventful 
period in Irish history. 

Mr. De Valera is a maker of history, and his 
is the undisputed voice of the Irish people— 
the central figure of a government famed for 
its democracy and love of freedom. 

—J.C.T. 

A—HS—F 


Experiment in Rebellion 

Clifford Dowdey Doubleday, $3.75 
The Commonweal: “. .. Mr. Dowdey has done 
much to correct the false impression resulting 
from ‘Northern’ treatments of the war be- 
tween North and South... . 

“ .. An excellent bibliography . . . detailed 
index . . . impressive text. . . .” : 

A—F 


The Forging of a Rebel 

Arturo Barea R & H, $5.00 
Harry Lorin Binsse in The Commonweal: 
“|. autobiography . . . will be either ignored 
or spurned by partisans of Franco, for it is 
uncompromisingly against the present régime 
in Spain and everything that that régime rep- 
resents, including the major portion of the 
Catholic clergy. . . . 


— 


“. . . certainly not recommended as light 
reading, nor should it be read by anyone who 
is at all squeamish, but it does something to 
enlighten a non-Latin reader.” 

A—O 


Friendship House 

Catherine de Hueck Sheed, $2.00 
Leo J. Trese in The Commonweal: “...A 
book review should be impartial. I cannot be 
impartial . . . because I know what the people 
at Friendship House are trying to do. ... 
Every complacent Catholic should have .. , 
the account of how they live, placed in his 
hands.” 

A—REC—REVD by Dr. Callahan. 


From the Banks of the Volga 

A. Roskin Phil. Lib., $2.00 
American Mercury: “. . . first published in 
Russia last year. It contains nothing that has 
not appeared elsewhere . . . the writing... 


very jerky... .” 
A——FIO 
Economic 
Full Production Without War 
Harold Loeb Princeton, $3.50 


The Saturday Review of Literature: “For over 
twenty years Harold Loeb has been deeply 
concerned with the contradiction between our 
scientific potentiality for material abundance 
and our failure even to approach a realization 
of what potentiality except in time of war.... 

“Mr. Loeb’s analysis of why our economic 
system is persistently guilty of a distressing 
amount of what he calls ‘non-production’ 
(with resulting waste of potentially productive 
resources) is detailed and complicated. Most 
of it is pretty heavy reading ... 

“ .. Mr. Loeb recognizes that part of the 
wealth increment made available by the con- 
tinuing advance in efficiency has been released 
by lower prices, and part of it by higher 
wages, shorter hours of work, improved prod- 
ucts, and increased payments to salesmen and 
executives. ... 

“ . . for curing the evil of non-production 
Mr. Loeb seeks ‘capacity production’ rather 
than full production’ . . . full production gives 
us full employment, in fact is full employment 

. capacity production . . . maximizes satis- 
factions in addition to keeping everyone em- 
ployed. ... 

“. . . In wartime . . . wages and prices were 
substantially frozen . . . But to continue such 
frozen relations during peacetime would grad- 
ually undermine the basis for economic deci- 
sions . . . would tend toward a minimum 
instead of toward a maximum... .” 


Gailhac of Beziers 
Helene Magaret 


America: “. . . tells the story of a man whose 
holiness was as great as it was hidden. Bom 
into the terror and tragedy of Napoleonic 
France, Pierre Jean Gailhac devoted his life to 
the service of the despised Roman Church. ..- 


John S. Kennedy in The Catholic Transcript: 
“| Miss Magaret has written an extraordi- 
narily lucid and readable account of a remark- 
able life. . . . She has chosen to cast her work 
in semi-fictional form, recounting conversa 
tions and even attributing thoughts which 
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could scarcely have been exactly recorded. But Holdfast is represented as disillusioned with In the Hands of the Senecas 

she does not use this device to excess or amiss. this, going beyond and above it, and finally Walter D. Edmonds L B, $2.50 


As she employs it, it is legitimate and effec- 
4—HS—REC—REV (p. 97) 


The Great Religions of the Modern 


World ; 

ed. Edward J. Jurji Princeton, $3.75 
leo J. Trese in The Commonweal: “. . . sim- 
ply a book in which the ten major religions 
of today’s world are discussed by an equal 
qumber of authorities. The presentation is 
apository, rather than argumentative. Each 
contributor has made a determined effort to 
be objective, with varying degrees of suc: 


“To the Catholic reader, the most impres- 
sive thing . . . will be Father Walsh’s article 
on Roman Catholicism. He has achieved a 
masterpiece of summarization. . . . 

“Since any intelligent reader can easily dis- 
count its defects . . . a thoroughly recom- 
mendable book, for the reader of education 
and discernment who seeks profit in his read- 


4A—WR 

Green Grass of Wyoming 

Mary O’ Hara Lippincott, $2.75 
Emerson Hynes in The Commonweal: “. . . 
probably the season’s best answer to the 
prayers of harassed parents and frantic librari- 
as who want something rugged enough to 
interest the potential delinquents and idealistic 
enough to persuade them that life within the 


Golden Rule can be exciting and fun... .” 
4A—HS—REC—REV (p. 98). 


Labor 

Government and Labor in Early America 
Richard B. Morris Columbia, $6.75 
William M. Davish in America: “.. . The 
book’s timeliness is merely hinted in its open- 
ing sentence, a passing reference to Madison’s 
frst contribution to The Federalist. Today, as 
in 1787, Americans look to effective price 
control as their last weapon against prof- 
iteers. 

“... his task is research, not synthesis. But 
te lets the facts speak, and they shout for all 
who have ears to hear.” 


The Hands of Veronica 
Fannie Hurst Harper, $2.75 
Fraudulent religiosity ruins this novel of a 
til who had delusions of miraculous powers 
ad sanctity. Reminiscent of Lloyd Douglas’s 
Christian The Magnificent Obsession, only 


wt so well projected. 
A 


lloldfast Gaines 
Odell and Willard Shepard Mac, $3.00 


John S. Kennedy in The Sign: “. . . Loosely 
tit historical novel. . . . It begins in New 
don, Connecticut, in 1780, closes . . . at 
New Orleans in 1814 . . . centers in Holdfast 

» @ Mohegan Indian of prodigious size 
ad noble soul. . . . About this fabulous figure 

have assembled a countless cast of char- 
‘lets and numerous decisive episodes of early 
. ican history. All of these are interest- 
“... Throughout there are animadversions 
"what is taken to be Christianity. . . . 


hitting upon his own form of belief, which 
would appear to be a kind of Manichaeism.” 
A—W R—REVD (pb. 163) 


The Human Frontier 

Roger J. Williams HB, $3.00 
Hugh J. Bihler in America: “. . . Modern 
scientists. . . want to commission a new 
science to deal with man . . . here advocated 
by a distinguished bio-chemist, under the title 
of humanics, would recruit its data from all 
the sciences that deal directly or indirectly 
with man. This data would be organized and 
then applied to solve the problems that con- 
front mankind today. Science . . . to show 
the ‘how’. . . religion . . .‘to provide the 
goals and ideals... . 

" . although he does reject, as I under- 
stand him, a monistic biologism, he does over- 
estimate the importance of biology in human 
problems. .. . 

ae . Williams’ science of humanics, can 
indeed help man solve man’s problems, by giv- 
ing him a fuller understanding of himself and 
of the conditions that pose a problem, but the 
solution will be in terms of charity and jus- 
tice applied to the problem. And shrewdly 
Williams attributes that to religion... . 

“|. a few regrettable errors. . . . On the 


whole . . . reflects the enlightenment of a 
far-sighted biochemist. . . .” 

A—WR 
Hurry Up, Please, It’s Time 

Elizabeth Hawes R & H, $2.50 
Chicago Sun: “. . . Her conclusion is that the 


‘biggest and most interesting thing in life for 
the majority of people is certainly to do what- 
ever one can to hasten the happily inevitable 
advent of Socialism in the U.S.A.’” 

A—O 


Income Distribution, Readings in the 
Theory of, 

Am. Econ. Ass’n Doubleday, $4.25 
Thirty-two authors contribute articles and 
essays for graduate students and professional 
economists in the higher echelons. Those lack- 
ing proficiency in higher mathematics, and 
ability to read double logarithmetic graphs, 
etc., won’t be able to learn what most of 
the authors are talking about. 

, —J.C.T. 

A—WR 


The Industrial Republic 
P.W. Litchfield Corday and Gross, $4.00 


America: “. . . From 1919 until the Wagner 
Act was declared constitutional by the Su- 
preme Court, Goodyear was governed by an 
industrial republic patterned after the govern- 
ment of the United States. The bulk of this 
book is devoted to an exposition of affairs at 
Goodyear (Rubber Co.) . . . and then under 
the Wagner Act’. . . by the CIO. ... 

“. . while there will be vigorous and justi- 
fied dissents from a number of his statements, 
no one will quarrel with his opinion that we 
cannot go on the way we have been going... 
by stressing the participation of labor in man- 
agement and the necessity for mutual under- 
standing and trust, he has taken a step in 
the right direction.” 

A—WR 


Good historical narrative concerning the 
Indian-white conflict as it unfolded among 
colonial settlements of central New York and 
their varied experiences at the hands of the 
marauding Senecas. 

A—HS—F 


In Time and Eternity. A Jewish Reader 

ed. Nahum N. Glatzer Schocken, $2.75 
H. A. Reinhold in The Commonweal: “. . . 
Jews as a religious body have remained 
strangers among us.’ Ordinarily we think of 
them as those who have stood still in their 
tracks since they rejected Jesus as their Mes- 
siah . . . you will have your difficulties read- 
ing the book, its whole way of thinking being 
as different from ours as it is. This juxta- 
position of profundity and triteness, of majes- 
ty and scurrility, sincerity and ambiguity is 
something unusual to our orderly and sys- 
tematic modern mind. . . . There is a kind 
of smartness, a cold wit, something grotesque 
and illogical in many of these writings. . . . 
Don’t miss this strange book.” 

A—WR 


Introduction to New Zealand 
New Zealand Legation, $3.00 


The Commonweal: “. . . expertly prepared by 
the Historical Branch of the Department of 
Internal Affairs in Wellington, N. Z. Well or- 
ganized, beautifully illustrated and happily in- 
formative, it is modest if impressive in its 
claims. It makes readily acceptable the im- 
pression of so many globe-circling American 
servicemen that climatically, politically, from 
the viewpoint of labor and race relations or 
almost any other way, the Dominion of New 
Zealand is the nearest thing there now is to 
an earthly paradise.” 
A—F 


The Invisible Suan “ 

Mildred Lee Westminster, $2.50 
John J. Conron in America: “Delightful, inti- 
mate, penetrating . . . a good book . . . from 
a literary and stylistic point of view .. . re- 
freshing and honest and down-to-earth and 
true to life . . . holds the interest from start 
to finish. ... 

““. .. It is just the story of one man, John 
Paul, Baptist minister in a small town in 
Georgia, who tries, who is disappointed often 
and discouraged in the trying, who, like any 
true apostle, does not see, or even hope to 
see, the fruit. It is enough for him that there 
be fruit, that good has been done, that souls 
have been won from evil to the good. 

“Highest praise from this reviewer for this 
eminently (in his opinion) praiseworthy book 
is that he wishes he had written it himself.” 


It Is Dark Underground 

Loo Pin-Feit Putnam, $2.75 
Ronald Norris, C.P., in The Sign: “... an 
amazing wartime story of . . . Chinese teen- 
‘agers . . . underground movement . . . a saga 
of courage and patriotism, danger and terror.” 


Iowa Centennial Novel 


Iowa Was Young and Fair 


M. M. Hoffman | Loras College, $2.50 


Re-creates the amazing “Middle Ages” of 
Iowa’s history, with its curious concatenation 
of peoples and influences, all of Which were 
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concentrated in the medieval city of Dubuque. 
Father Hoffman has made good use of his 
materials and has done history a valuable 
service by linking Iowa’s beginnings with con- 
temporaneous events. . . . Story amounts al- 
most to a Who’s Who of Iowa’s Greats—and 
that is as great a drawback esthetically as it 
is an advantage historically, for this is Dr. 
Hoffman’s first novel (though. he has pro- 
duced several historical studies), and it takes 
a great deal of practice to be able to blend 


fiction and vital statistics into a perfect 
emulsion. 

—M.E.E. 
A—HS—F 


Jimmy Potts Gets a Haircut 

George Panetta Doubleday, $2.00 
The theme of this supposedly humorous book 
is in bad taste. Its suggestiveness and vul- 
garity render it objectionable, and its lam- 
pooning of uninstructed Catholicism is offen- 
sive and unfair. 

—Kathleen C. Weldon. 


A—O 
Journey Through My Years 

James M. Cox S&S, $4.50 
F. J. Gallagher in America: “. . . a valuable 
book of political reminiscences . . . inside in- 


formation on so many important events .. . 
coming from a man of recognized good judg- 
ment, fairness and integrity. . . . Mr. Cox 
has been a newspaperman for nearly forty 
years, and an able one . . . a fighter in the 
“cause of true liberalism and political reform, 
a fervent supporter of Woodrow Wilson and, 
with a few reservations, of the New Deal... .” 
A—WR 


Journeys in Time 

ed. Blair Niles Coward, $4.00 
Mason Wade in The Commonweal: “. . . an 
anthology of creative non-fictional writing 
about Latin America by non-Latin American 
authors from 1519 to 1942 ... what the 
editor likes the best... . 

“. . . Though Mrs. Niles’ romantic enthusi- 
asm is stronger than her critical sense, and 
her book would be the better for some omis- 
sions of both selections and editorial matter, 
it is the most absorbing and revealing single 
volume on the intangibles of Latin America 
which has come this reviewer’s way. .. .” 

A—F 


Lake Pontchartrain 

W. Adolphe Roberts Bobbs, $3.50 
America: “. . . he has made its story the focus 
for a history of New Orleans and for an 
American history from the New Orleans point 
of view . . . has steered an admirably straight 
course between sensationalism and prosiness 
and, all in all, he has done a splendid job.” 

A—F 


Land of Promise 

Walter Havighurst Macmillan, $3.00 
America: “. . . pleasant reading . . . no con- 
tribution to historical knowledge. Rather it is 
a moderate popularization of previous re- 
search . . . a literary mural. . . . Interesting 
and unusual incidents and people in the his- 
tory of the Old Northwest . . . colorfully and 
vitally depicted . treatment of Catholic 
mission work . . . shows lack of understand- 


ing and too close dependence on unreliable 
authorities . . . use of Catholic terms usually 
betrays a complete absence of correct in- 
formation. .. .” 

A—HS—W R—REV by Dr. Kiniery. 


Leo Tolstoy 


Ernest J. Simmons L B, $5.00 


America: “This massive volume, which may 
well become the definitive biography of Tol- 
stoy in English, is a monument to the scholar- 
ship and scholarly patience of the author.... 

“ . . there are hints of a pragmatism in 
Professor Simmons’ observations which does 
not provide the ideal approach to an essen- 
tially religious personality.” 

A—WR 


The Lady of the Portrait 
Lydia Bailey 

Kenneth Roberts Doubleday, $3.00 
From BOT review by Marie Faust: “. . . Not 
a very successful book. For one thing, it is 
really two books—a formal condition that 
weakens its impact. It. is also unsatisfying in 
the resolution of the plot. It contains an 
abundance of drivel and a modicum of un- 
printable blasphemy (which, however, was no 
doubt perfectly in character). The device of 
falling in love with a portrait is pretty 
childish, if not tenuous or altogether in- 
credible. 

“Otherwise it is a brilliantly projected 

pageant of early American history, the work 
of a responsible scholar whose every word 
might be fortified by a footnote. It is a 
well-grounded exposé of official corruption— 
as common in the 1800s as it is today. In 
fact, the historical revelations are the novel’s 
real merit. Lydia might just as well have 
stuck to her canvas. .. .” 
Time: “. . . a pretty light-weight perform- 
ance. But the first printing (including Liter- 
ary Guild) is rumored to be 1,000,000 copies. 
Hollywood’s 20th Century-Fox has already 
bought the story for $215,000. . . . Roberts’ 
main aim seems to. be to expose the in- 
competence of Tobias Lear, one time private 
secretary to George Washington ... the 
stuff that sells, but doesn’t survive.” 


America: “. . . one feature which I found 
quite objectionable was the brutally vulgar 
blasphemies. recorded in the conversation of 
the Haitian general. . . . Some silly remarks 
of the hero about Christianity possessing all 
the foolishness of Voodoo rub the reader the 
wrong way. It is strange that authors insist 
on including such stuff, when they must 
know that it is going to alienate large sections 
of their public and when there is no artistic 
exigency that makes it necessary ... not... 
by any means Mr. Roberts’ finest novel .. . 
it lacks freshness that all his others have 
PE ag 

The Saturday Review of Literature: “. . . 
The only fault of the book is a certain excess 
of richness. It is stuffed with too many 
plums; . .,. it sometimes strains our credulity. 
Mr. Roberts still has to learn restraint. . . .” 

A—SAT 


Mama Took Up Travel 


Kenneth Horan Doubleday, $2.00 











Chicago Tribune: “. . . fourth of the chrop. 
icles of the “Ingham” family. . . . This tim 
. decide to expose themselye 
to the refining influence of European qj. 
ture .. . you forgive (the author) for trying 


the Inghams. . 
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to make the Inghams funnier than they prob. 


ably were.” 
A—F 


Man Does Not Stand Alone 
A. Cressy Morrison 


Revell, $1.25 


J. M. Gillis, C.S.P., in “Sursum Cordg’: 
“. . Read the article entitled ‘Seven Reason 
Why a Scientist Believes in God.’ Better stil 


get the book. . 


. . Mr. Morrison deals with 


one of the ten arguments for the existence oj 
God which we learned in our philosophy 
class. But whereas our text books were dr 
as dust, Mr. Morrison’s treatise is bright, at- 


tractive, even fascinating .. . 
‘By : unwavering. mathematical 
prove that our universe was 


he concludes: 
law we can 
designed and 


executed by a great engineering Intelligence’” 


A—REC 


The Marble Man’s Wife 
Hayden Norwood 


‘ 


America: “. . 


Scribner, $2.75 


. a ‘conversational biography’ of 
. mother of Thomas Wolfe. . 


. . Some of 


the details are interesting in their own right 
as giving a sharp, untouched picture of mn 
and small-town life in North Carolina...” 


A—F 


Mary and the Spinners 
Elizabeth Hollister Frost 


Coward, $2. 


Harold C. Gardiner in America: “. . . Ms 
Frost . . . takes as the suggestion for her tale 
some hints from early apocryphical writing 
and weaves around these fragments the stories 
of five girls who had been companions of 
Our Lady during her traditional time o 
service in the Temple as a young girl... 


The stories are delicately done, 


and an epilog 


shows the young women all regathered at th 
Temple for a reunion, and waiting for May 


to join them... . 
slightly in person 


Our Lady appears but 
. rather we see he 


through the eyes of her companions and thei 
gaze is affectionate, admiring, but a littl 


puzzled... . 
“Tt may be thought . 


. . that the book 


a ‘neutral’ one, as unfortunately, the blu) 
gives us to understand. The book may be... 
read by Catholic, Protestant and Jew allt 
The difference is that Catholics and all rl 
Christians will read it with realization of th 
fact it tries to frame imaginatively; othe 
will see in it, unjustly, I think, an effort 
play down the great fact itself to the level 


of the surrounding legend. . . 


. The style! 


found a little on the mannered and lw 


” 


aes 
A—F—REV (p. 162) 


The Messenger: The Life of 
R. V. C. Bodley 


Mohammed 
Doubleday, $3 


Anne Fremantle in The Commonweal: “.:: 
incomparably the best life of Mohammed tht 


has yet appeared in English. . . 


. a first mit 


biography, in admirable style, racy and reat 
able, without constant reference to a ™ 


Testament at his elbow... .” 


The Metropolitan Life: 
A Study in Business Growth 


Marquis James 


Viking, $5" 
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Study of a great life insurance company, 
having 45,000,000 policies. 
A—FIO 


Thomas More Book Club 


Miracle of the Bells 

Russell Janney P-H, $3.00 
Walter Sullivan in Grail: “. . . The miracle 
of the bells is really the miraculous change in 
the souls of the many nondescript characters 
of the novel—a change wrought by grace. Mr. 
Janney in this his first novel depicts charac- 
ter with the vividness of Charles Dickens. 
The reader will no more forget the lovely 
Olgo Treskovna, the self-sacrificing Father 
Paul, the atheist union organizer Jan Rubel, 
the square-shooting Jewish movie producer, 
Marcus Harris, and the resourceful ‘White 
Spats’ Dunnigan, than he will forget Uriah 
Heep, Betsy Trotwood, Mr. Micawber, and 
Oliver Twist, those immortals of the Dickens 
character gallery.” 


Mirror, Mirror 


Elinor Rice DS &P, $2.75 
America: “. . . sentimentality which poses as 
sophistication . . . has about as much drama 


as a telephone directory. . . . Virtue without 
merit and vice without compulsion. . . .” 
A—O—REV (ph. 166) 


More was Lost 

Eleanor Perenyt LB, $2.75 
The Catholic World: “. .. While in Budapest 
Eleanor met by chance the young Hungarian 
Baron Zsiga Perenyi. . . . they were married 

. . and went to live on his ancestral estate 
in Czech-occupied Ruthenia. Her book tells 
how an American girl, with no knowledge 
whatever of Hungarian or Bohemian, and 
with no grasp of alien customs and traditions, 
adapted herself to her strange environment— 
at a time, too, of political turmoil with World 
War ITI in the offing... .” 


Mountain Time 

Bernard DeVoto LB, $2.75 
Slick novel with medical and. psychological 
terminology, sympathetically drawn adulterers 
as chief characters, and Class C moral rating. 
And this from the author who scored so in- 
dignantly the literary “irresponsibles,” in his 
brave book, The Literary Fallacy! 


A—DIS 
My Bird Sings 

Oriel Malet Doubleday, $2.50 
America: “. . . sense of actuality is keenly 
missing . . . perhaps her failure . . . is due 


to her preoccupation with words as ends in 
themselves rather than means. . . .” 
A—WR 


Native American Humor 

ed. James R. Aswell Harper, $3.75 
Chicago Tribune: “. . a hasty, over-all 
collection in brief space of American humor 
from Yankee Doodle to Mr. Dooley . . . full 
of errors . . . no effort . . . to credit sources 
+». @ careless job... .” 

There is another book of the same title, by 
Walter Blair. 

4A—WR—REV by Paul Phelan 


Nelson: A Biography 
Carola Oman Doubleday, $5.00 


Anne Fremantle in The Commonweal: ‘ 


a most mellow and rewarding life of Eng- 
land’s greatest admiral . . . written with an 
exquisitely light touch and full of often very 
amusing details. . . .” 

A—F 


New Directions 9 

ed. James Laughlin New Directions, $3.75 
J. G. E. Hopkins in The Commonweal: “... 
anthology of new writing . . . designed to 
exhibit the work of experimentalists, foreign 
and native, in whose departures from conven- 
tion the editor finds significance for the future 
of literature. Mr. James T. Farrell has con- 
tributed to it a long and very interesting tract 
in which he arraigns the commercial publishers 
of the United States. .. 

“. , . although overburdened with quota- 
tions from Marxist scripture, Mr. Farrell’s 
essay is quite the best thing in the book... . 

. . . This laudable attempt to break the 
strangle-hold of commercial publishing could 
well afford to broaden its own sympathies and 
sell off a few of its clay-footed deities, cheap.” 


Paul Engle in the Chicago Tribune: “. . 
Much of the writing here, which the editor 
presumably looks at as fresh in imagination, is 
fresh only in the sense the word is applied 
to a spoiled child. . . . I have the feeling that 
much of the contents is not really new at all, 
but the playing over and over of a fairly 
worn-out string. ...” 


The New Europe. An Introduction 


to Its Political Geography 
Walter Fitzgerald 


Harper, $2.75 
Erik von Kuehnelt-Leddihn in Thought: “... 
suffers from the widespread inability to dis- 
tinguish between the terms ‘racial’ and ‘eth- 
nic.’ . . . Really objectionable are the descrip- 
tions of inner Polish conditions . . . a political 
geographer has the duty to investigate care- 
fully the truth and not to accept popular 
connotations . . . statistics as to land owner- 
ship in Hungary are completely false. . . .” 
A—U 


The Church as Moral Arbiter 


The New Leviathan 

Paul Hutchinson Willett, $2.00 
Walter J. Marx (Catholic University of Amer- 
ica) in The Commonweal: “The managing 
editor of the Christian Century has written 
a first-rate book about the most vital issue 
of our time. In almost every sense this is a 
book to be read by Catholics as well as by 
Protestants even though it would be truly 
amazing if a Protestant editor said nothing 
to offend Catholics. ... 

“. , . Unlike so many Protestant leaders, 
he has no illusions about Russia or about our 
chances of setting up any kind of a world 
order without a return to the natural law.... 

“He believes that the Church has a definite 
responsibility to act-as the moral arbiter of 
society, as a sort of censor to sit in judgment 
upon the derelictions and moral lapses of the 
State. . . . shows an amazing familiarity with 
the best of Catholic thought on the social 
question . . . it is impossible to do justice to 


this book in a brief review. I hope that Catho- 
lics will have the same courage in subjecting 
themselves to self-analysis and in taking an 
uncompromising stand against hypocrisy of 
statesmen and the secularism of our age.” 


New Orleans Woman 
Harnett T. Kane Doubleday, $2.75 


The Sign: “. . . His characters are hardly 

more than crayon sketches; his backgrounds 

are like stage scenery. Some questionable 

romanticizing has been deliberately perpetrat- . 

ed. But it is the case which matters, and 

Mr. Kane conveys its essence. . . .” 
A—F—REV (p. 137) 


The New Science of Surgery 

. Frank G. Slaughter, M.D. Messner, $3.00 
A chief surgeon at one of the largest army 
camps describes for laymen the great dis- 
coveries and latest information on all the 
new developments in drugs, therapy, surgical 
techniques, and other aspects of treatment of 
disease. 


New Zealand-Pacific Pioneer 
Philip L. Soljak Mac, $2.50 


The Commonweal: “Mr. Soljak is a New 
Zealand journalist who has been around the 
globe . . . he is tremendously interested in 
the brown Maoris and proud of their accom- 
plishments . . . emphasizes the work of the 
Dominion’s labor courts and other social 
achievements from which other nations— 
including our own—could learn so much.” 


A—F 
St. Thomas More 


Nowhere Was Somewhere 
Arthur E. Morgan Chapel Hill, $2.50 
Wilton M. Krugman in the Chicago Tribune: 
. . This book . . . defends the thesis that 
More’s Utopia . . . was not imaginative, but 
was based upon an actual, existing political 
system, the Inca empire of the Andes (1100- 
1550 A.D.) . . . Morgan (formerly head of 
TVA), rallies an impressive array of proof to 
substantiate the Inca hypothesis. . . .” 


The Old Country 

Sholom Aleichem Crown, $3.00 
John Broderick in The Commonweal: “ ‘ 
collection of twenty-seven stories put forth to 
give the general American reader some notion 
of the work of the Jewish humorist, Soloman 
Rabinowitch. . . . 

“ . . Some of the humor of these stories 
is bound to have seeped away in translation, 
and American readers who stand outside the 
tradition in which they were written will 
probably find Sholom Aleichem less satisfac- 
tory than Mark Twain.” 


Old Rough and Ready: Zachary Taylor 
Silas Bent McKinley and Silas Bent Vanguard, $3.00 
F. J. Gallagher in America: “... There is no 
attempt at drama; character analysis, evalua- 
tion of events . . . the authors have confined 
themselves to an encyclopedic recitation of 
names, dates and events, which gives us an 
excellent thorough and scholarly reference 
book but scarcely an interesting biography.” 


On Being Fit to Live With 

Harry Emerson Fosdick Harper, $2.00 
Protestant preaching at its best—25 charac- 
teristic sermons of a veteran—and articulate 
—minister. The truths they contain are Cath- 
olic truths, as is always the case (Truth being 
Catholic), but there seems to be no reason 
for Catholics’ doing their spiritual reading 
out of such works when there is Vann, and 
Leen, and Sheen, not to mention St. Thomas 
Aquinas, within reach. 

A—WR 
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One Damned Island After Another 

Clive Howard and Joe Whitley Chapel Hill, $3.50 
America: “. . . the work of the Seventh Air 
Force . . . perhaps the best account available 
of the Japanese attack upon Pearl Harbor... 

“Lest someone be scandalized, let it be 
duly stated that there is some profanity re- 
corded... .” 

A—WR 


Operations in North African 
Waters, Oct., 1942—June, 1943 
Samuel Eliot Morison L B, $5.00 
The author of Admiral of the Ocean Sea, 
[Columbus], was aboard the Brooklyn in the 
Casablanca Naval battle. His fascinating nar- 
rative shows that the invasion was successful 
because of almost miraculous good fortune. 
A—HS—F 


Palestine: Problem and Promise 
Robert E. Nathan and others Public Affairs, $5.00 


The Commonweal: “. . . a comprehensive 

representation of all economies involved .. . 

a valuable source of detailed information... .” 
A——HS F 





Literary Guild 


Pavilion of Women 

Pearl S. Buck John Day, $3.00 
The New World: “. . . While some simple 
minded souls have professed to see in her 
works an air of greatness I have never been 
able to shake off the idea that she is definitely 
second-rate . . . this insulting, and at times 
blasphemous book, was the recent selection of 
one of the larger book clubs. Any Catholic 
who accepted it without protest must like 
being pelted with dead cats... .” 

A—DIS 


Danger! 


Peace of Mind 
Joshua Loth Liebman S&S, $2.50 


John S. Kennedy in The Catholic Transcript: 
“|. In the main, the book is confused and 
even noxious. It has few good features, such 
as the suggestions it makes for dealing with 
bereavement and grief. But what is good in 
it is not new at all; rather, it is old, familiar, 
and relatively obvious. It is no more than 
common sense. One needs no expert to tell 
one these things. 

“In its avowed purpose, namely the bring- 
ing together of the forces of psychology and 
religion, to the benefit of the reader, it is 
not merely a failure but monstrously mislead- 
ing . . . a wholly, and sometimes savagely, 
anti-Christian ‘book . . . a malicious carica- 
ture of Christianity. He sets up a straw man 
and gleefully demolishes it. .. .” 


Hugh Calkins, O.S.M., in Novena Notes: 
“|, pays little attention to the evil done 
daily by distorted psychology . . . filled with 
phony psychology. . . . You can’t miss the 
impression that Liebman feels psychology 
should replace theology . . . his conclusions 
about man’s mind and its relation with God 
are ridiculous . . . he does not recognize two 
essential elements of religion, first the recog- 
nition of man’s absolute dependence upon 
God, and secondly the certainty that God 
will reward the obedient and punish the 
disobedient. . . .” 
A—DIS—REV (p. 99) 


Pius XII and Peace 
Reginal Walker, C.S.Sp. Newman, $2.75 


The Liguorian: “. . . an excellent account of 
the work of Pope Pius XII in behalf of 
peace . comprehensive collection of the 
principal pronouncements of the Holy Father 
on the subject of peace . . . recommended 
either for study club use or for private read- 
ing.” 
A—REC—REVD (p. 164) 


A Pocketful of Pebbles 

Jan Struther HB, $3.50 
Katherine Bregy in The Sign: “... by the 
author of the very popular Mrs. Miniver.. . 
made up of verses, essays, sketches, and even 
lectures delivered by the author here in the 
United States. ... 

“ . . Some of the verses, too, one is glad 
to read a second time. . . . But whether, in 
view of the paper shortage, it was worth while 
to perpetuate all these pages is an open ques- 
Eee 

Poland 

Poland in the British Parliament: 
1939-1945 

Pilsudski Institute, $5.00 
America: “. . . a serious contribution to any 
reference library . . . a handy book for stu- 
dents of history, statesmen, journalists and all 
others who want to learn about Poland with- 
out wading through many other references. 

” 

A——F 
Political Reconstruction 

Karl Loewenstein 
Hubertus zu Loewenstein in Thought: 
expounds the thesis that nations do not possess 
the right of choosing their own form of gov- 
ernment. ‘Political tutelage’ must be used to 
prevent the recurrence of autocracy which 
might threaten the peace and liberty of the 
world. The establishment of such ‘tutelage’— 
another word for armed _ intervention—lies 
within the competence of the ‘Democratic 
International,’ and its executive. organ, the so- 
called ‘United Nations.’ . . 

“ . . leaves one with the impression of help- 
lessness in the face of world changes .. . 
throws light on the reasons for the present- 
day confusion, and the mismanagement of 
‘democratic’ statesmanship during the war and 
after the outward cessation of this phase of 
armed hostilities.” 

A—DM 


Macmillan, $4.00 


“ 
. 


Power and Events 

Andrew Paul Ushenko Princeton, $3.50 
The Commonweal: “. . . a most difficult and 
rather badly organized book on “pure’ phil- 
osophy . . . unintelligible even to the great 
mass of the holders of ‘Doctors of Philosophy’ 
degrees . a sample poll among several 
Ph.D. friends . . . not one could make any 
sense of Professor Ushenko’s book. . . .” 

A—DM 
Private Angelo 

Eric Linklater Macmillan, $2.75 
America: “. . . As a story of people and a 
way of life one may delight in the smooth- 
flowing prose, the comical situations, the dry 
humor and delightfully refreshing candor of 
Private Angelo. . . . But unfortunately one 
must frown upon Angelo’s . . . lack of moral 
responsibility, if not of courage... .” 

A—U—REV by editor. 
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The Quarry 
Mildred Walker H B, $3.00 


A quietly written novel of Vermont from the 


Civil War to World War I, “discreet” in its: 


approval of romantic anarchy and of syj- 
cide. Because there is only one (and that ob- 
liquely drawn) sordid scene, the objection- 
able nature of this book may not be readily 
seen. 

A—DIS 

—Riley Hughes. 
Religion in America 

Willard L. Sperry Cambridge-Mac, $2.50 
The Commonweal: “Dean Sperry of the Har- 
vard Divinity School . . . displays no ecclesi- 
astical pedantry or religious indifference, but 
he is a bit deferential to the standing order 
and the social preeminence of men and 
churches. He seems to be well aware that 
religion is an essential basis of morality and 
that without morality good citizenship is less 
possible and less permanent than otherwise.... 

“ . . the poorest chapter deals with the 
Catholic Church because of forced dependency 
upon a paucity of easily available, printed 
material. . . .” 

A—O 
The River 

Rumer Godden LB, $2.00 
The Catholic World: “There is consummate 
artistry in this little book about a child 
‘becoming a_ person’ . the story of an 
average middle class English family trans- 
planted to India, where they have a home on 
the bank of a river. ... 

“. . . With exquisite delicacy, and great 
insight Miss Godden writes of birth and 
death, of kindness, cruelty, retribution and 
‘the shadow of love’ . . . she here proves her- 
self master of a rare and difficult art.” 

A—F 
The Roosevelt I Knew 

Frances Perkins Viking, $3.75 
The Commonweal: “. . . her explanation of 
the Roosevelt personality and the New Deal 
years is so sensible that only those who insist 
on a splash of something recherche with their 
political history are likely to find it dis 
appointing. Her account . . . is so reasonable 
that even the fellows who used to talk about 
moving to Mexico or Canada could read this 
book without any great tension... . 

A—F—REV (p. 127) 

The Roots of Our Learning 

Francis Neilson Shalkenbach Foundation, $3.0 
Cuthbert Wright in The Commonweal: “..- 
a most interesting book of eleven essays, ‘al 
introduction to the achievements of the past 
in philosophy, science, and art,’ ... by..: 
a largely self-educated man . . . actor, stage 
manager for Charles Frohman and _ impres- 
sario at the Royal Opera where he produced 
the works of Mozart and Wagner as le 
imagined their composers intended them to 
be . . . a British MP for five years. ... 

«>. in Mr. Neilson’s affection for the 
Catholic heritage of the past, his enthusiasm 
for such special antiquities as Glastonbury 
Abbey and the Arthurian Myth, he reminds 
one a little of Arthur Machen (who was als 
for a time, a strolling player) though com 
pletely without the latter’s cute, consciows 
and petulant medievalism . . . a highly 
spiring book... .” 

A—F 
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The Saint and the Hunchback 

Donald A. Stauffer S & S, $2.75 
The. Commonweal: “. .-. a novel about a 
young Irish monk named Odo, who sets out 
in a miraculously floating coffin to seek the 
fortune of his soul . . . its allegory seems 
tome to wear rather thin... . 
« . . his language, despite the persistent 
hint of artifice and studied archaicism, is 
aways the work of genuine taste and some- 
times achieves passages of real persuasion.” 
A—DM 


The Scarlet Tree 

Osbert Sitwell L B, $3.50 
Robert Wilberforce in The Catholic World: 
«. if Sir Osbert Sitwell intended to re- 
count the story of his boyhood he has gone 
about it in a characteristically indirect way 
_., the author, who presumably set out to 
tl us the story of his life between the ages 
of eight and eighteen, has ended by telling us 
s much more, for the book is an aesthetical 
appreciation and criticism of his early environ- 
ment and of the world in general. 

‘Tt is deliberately discursive. Pages of de- 
gription, narrative, and metaphysical specula- 
tion take us far afield. . . . He reveals a sen- 
sitive awareness of artistic genius and the 
beauties of nature. But his perception goes no 
further and he regards the Christian faith with 
cold, sometimes scornful aloofness.” 

A——WR 


Science and the Planned State 

John R. Baker Mac, $1.75 
Dominicana : . author’s conclusion—the 
ight of the scientist to unfettered research— 
is undoubtedly true; yet his mode and prin- 
cipal of argumentation are false. This falsity 
stems from the radical inadequacy of a science 
that has been cut away from its metaphysical 
tots... . 

“’.. value of this work . . . it presents a 
tal problem which still awaits a reasonable 
slution . . . as such it should appeal to the 
sientist, philosopher, and the student of poli- 
ties.” 


Science Yearbook of 1946 

ed. J. D, Ratcliff Doubleday, $2.50 
Sunday supplement level symposium on cur- 
rent developments. Exaggerated. Some objec- 
tionable inclusions. 


The Scot in History 
Wallace Notestein Yale, $4.00 
The Commonweal: “. . . deserves an honor- 
ible place on the book-shelves of the thought- 
pr well informed. . . .” 

—F 


“ 


Secretary of Europe 
Golo Mann Yale, $4.00 
The life of Friedrich Gentz, Prussian philoso- 
her and politician who opposed Napoleon. 
John J. O'Connor in America: “... a well- 
ced but somewhat pedestrian biography 
fa Political rake whose originality consisted 
“raising the composition of political essays 
id newspaper commentaries to an art, and 


° oz, a memoir as though it were a 


. Servile State 
llaire Belloc Holt, $2.50 


be Sign: “First published in England in 
12... the book has by no means enjoyed 
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the widespread influence which it may well 
have, now that it has been published for the 
first time in the United States... 


“’ . . Belloc’s main thesis is that capitalism 
gradually leads to a slave society, where 
people are obliged by statute to work for the 
capital-owning few . . . Only two alternatives. 
remain, he thinks: either we must allow the 
state to increase its ownership of the instru- 
ments of production and so develop some 
form of socialism or communism; or we must 
curtail the growth of large-scale business of 
all types, and see that our industries are 
more widely distributed, so that the small 
businessman has a more important place in 
society, and a man can own some land and 
other goods which are not subject to the 
vagaries of chance decisions by profit-seeking 
boards of directors. . . .” 

A—REC—REV by editor. 


The Shore Dimly Seen 

Ellis Gibbs Arnall Lippincott, $3.00 
America: “. . The Governor of Georgia 
gives an account of his stewardship. . . . His 
record as an executive and his political credo 
both prove that the Governor of Georgia is 
an able statesman. Considered as a human 
document, his book reveals a fiery Southern- 
er, a kindly man with a saving sense of 
humor—and a clever politician. His blasts 
against the North and his praise of the South 
seem to have been written for Southern con- 
sumption. There is a eulogy on Henry Wal- 
lace.” 

A—W R—REV by Eileen Hall. 


Short Journey 


E. L. Woodward Oxford, $3.00 
America: “. . . a very depressing autobiog- 
raphy. All Mr. .Woodward knows is that 


whereas once he was a practising Christian, 
now he is not.... 

“. . this learned, unbiased man, who 
knows ‘no ceremony more profound, more 
magnificent in hope than the Christian Mass,’ 
is convinced that ‘Christian theology is a 


hindrance to understanding, and that there - 


must be a clear break with the Christian 
past. But he likewise spurns materialism and 
cannot accept the myth of social revolutions 
” 


and class war... .’ 
A—O 


The Soviet Impact on the Western World 
Edwin Hallett Carr Macmillan, $1.75 
America: “. . . His main contention .. . is 
that the many-sided Soviet impact upon our 
civilization is making such rapid strides only 
because of the absence of any striking ac- 
complishments of democracy as such... 


“ . . seems to overlook the fact that the 
Soviet system exists because it is supported 
by a vast armed force and ruthless police, just 
as fascism and nazism were—and not because 
of its vitality and prosperity... .” 

A—DM 


William Henry Chamberlain in Chicago 
Tribune: “. . . conspicuously and even as- 
sertively lacking in the element of moral 
evaluation and discrimination. . . . The author 
offers some shrewd observations on the vari- 
ous forms of soviet impact on the western 
world, the vogue of planning . . . the similar- 





ity between soviet financial theories and those 
of Keynes . . . increased power of propa- 
ganda . trend toward state control of 
national economies .. . 

‘« |. shows. a pronounced tendency to 
exaggerate the actual achievements and suc- 
cesses of the soviet regime. . . . One nowhere 
finds in this book recognition of the frightful 
human suffering, in the form of starvation 
and forced labor indistinguishable from slav- 


* ery, which the soviet dictatorship has brought 


to millions of people in Russia and in the 
countries which the Red armies have over- 
run.” 


Thomas More Book Club 


Speaking of Cardinals 

Thomas B. Morgan Putnam, $3.00 
C.B.C. Newsletter: “. . . Mr. Morgan is a 
non-Catholic, but reverence for the hierarchy, 
and his curiosity about their personal affairs, 
is greater than that of most Catholics . 
his book is reverent . . . also gossipy . . - 
chatty . . . also really edifying. . . .” 

A—HS—F—REV (p. 129) 


A Star Pointed North 
Edmund Fuller Harper, $2.75 
America: “. . . The story of Frederick Doug- 
lass, born the slave son of a slave mother 
and white father, is a fascinating one .. . in 
the novel . . . the man comes to life. . . . If 
the book has any meaning beyond a bio- 
graphical one it lies in the last lines, when 
Douglass, visiting the scenes of his slavehood, 
says: “They say we aren’t ready. We are 
ready. It is they who are not.’. . .” 
A—F—REV by Dr. Kiniery. 


The Strange Alliance 

John R. Deane Viking, $3.75 
America: “. . . the latest appraisal of the 
possibility of a good American-Soviet re- 
lationship. . . . Deane, former head of the 
American Military Mission to Moscow ... a 
lively and rather sensational story of long 
and frantic efforts on the part of a handful 
of American military men to get wartime 
cooperation with the hard-pressed Soviet 
Union. ... 

“’. . concluding reflections . . . Soviet lead- 
ers have not given up . . . the doctrinal be- 
lief that communism cannot live alongside 
capitalism and democracy on the same planet 

. . the Soviets much prefer to deal with 
those who ‘stick to their guns’ rather than 
with those whose political principles change 
daily according to their expediencies and 
moods. . . .” 


The Commonweal: “. . . The chief import- 
ance of the book also happens to be its main 


shortcoming. . . . General Deane, although 
. now retired, quite frankly voices the view of 
the military . . . his chief view of American 
policy is that it must protect American secur- 
BYssa 
A—F 


The Stricken Land 
Rexford Guy Tugwell Doubleday, $4.50 


Time: “. .,. a history of his Puerto Rican 


years, of the friends he made and the pound- 
ing he took from his enemies (‘maliciousness 
unique even in my experience’). . . . A fat, 
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rambling, earnest, occasionally angry, some- 

times eloquent book, it is full of Olympian 

judgments, professional footnotes, diary ex- 

tracts and side remarks on subjects as remote 

as the writing of Vincent Sheean or the 

progress of the Pacific naval war... .” 
A—WR 


Another Ex-Communist 

The Struggle for the World 

James Burnham Day, $3.00 
This ex-Communist author of The Managerial 
Revolution claims that we have only two al- 
ternatives—conquest of the whole world by 
the Soviets, or a democratic world order led 
by the United States backed by atomic 
weapons. 

A—F—REV by editor. 


That Skipper from Stonington 

Theda Kenyon Messner, $3.00 
The Pilot, Boston: “. . . Authenticated by the 
word of old family and civic records, the 
story of the skipper [Richard Loper] emerges 
as the saga of an American pioneer, a man 
of vision, God-fearing and warm-hearted . . . 
style is impeccable . . . an historical novel . . . 
well worth the re-reading... .” 

A—F 


The Theory of Human Culture 

James Feibleman DS &P, $5.00 
America: “. . . an attempt to establish the 
principles of sociology . by employing 
ontology as an instrument of analysis and 
discovery. . . . Feibleman’s theory of culture 
presents many of the elements of culture but 
his view of man is woefully inadequate be- 
cause he omits man’s orientations towards 
real higher goals in time and eternity.” 

A—DM 


Thieves in the Night 

Arthur Koestler Mac, $2.75 
Time: “. . . ex-Communist, now Socialist 
Koestler is easily the top intellectual argufier 
writing today. ... 

“|. a novel about Palestine and the Jews 
who claim it as their home . . . will not add 
a cubit to the stature of Koestler the novel- 
io 

“The time . . . 1937-1939 , . . the story of 
a typical Jewish commune and the 25 pio- 
neers from Europe who settled it . . . a kind 
of polemical White Paper. 

“Koestler starts with loaded dice. The very 
qualities that make Thieves in the Night 
first-rate Jewish special pleading make it also 
unsatisfying as fiction. Every character is part 
of a carefully arranged witness-box cast... .” 

A—WR—REV (p. 134). 


Time of Delirium 

Hermann Rauschning A-C, $4.00 
Waldemar Gurian in The Commonweal: 
“| . This analysis of the crisis of our time 
and this speculation about the prospects of 
the postwar era is not as important as 
Rauschning’s ‘Revolution of Nihilism,’ that 
impressive confession of a nationalistic-con- 
servative German who was honest enough to 
admit publicly his deception by Hitler’s move- 
ment. Only late did Rauschning realize its 
nihilistic character. . . . 

“The new book . . . suffers from the ab- 


scence of a dominating central approach. It 
is an attempt to show that the present crisis 
is not only an external political crisis, but 
the culmination of a development rooted in 
modern secularization, in the rise of the 
modern mass-society, in the discrepancy be- 
tween technological progress and ethical-soc- 
ial order. Many excellent remarks and wise 
statements are made by the author... . 

“ . . he is afraid that Germany will be 
driven into the arms of Russia... . 

“. . Rauschning is emotionally too upset 
. . . by the end of the war, by the atomic 
bomb, by the apparent helplessness of the 
opponents of Russia . . . almost hypnotized 
by the forces trying to shape the world today 
into an empire without moral unity, kept 
together exclusively by ruthlessness and ma- 


nipulation. . . .” 

A—F 
Toil of the Brave 

Inglis Fletcher Bobbs, $3.00 
America: “. . . novel of the American Revo- 
lution . . . laid in the Albermarle district of 


North Carolina ...1779.... 


“. . on the whole . . . a very wholesome 
and engaging novel... .” 

A—WR 
Together 

Katherine Tupper Marshall Tupper & Love, $3.50 
The Commonweal: “. . . Mrs. Marshall .. . 
has accomplished . . . a readable household 
picture of the General . . . [now Secretary of 
State]”’ 

A—F 
Too Early to Tell 

Jerome Weidman R & H, $3.00 


America: “. . . As a novel, the work lacks 
balance; the satire is particularized and often 
heavy-handed, all the characters are less than 
admirable, and too the story-interest is negli- 
gible . . . the usual number of light charac- 
ters making loose conversation, the routine 
epithets borrowed from the kennel, and an 
automatic recourse to profanity. .. .” 
A—O 


22 Cells in Nuremberg 

Douglas M. Kelley, M.D. Greenberg, $3.00 
Sigrid Schultz in Chicago Tribune: “. . . The 
American specialist reaches the alarming con- 
clusion that these men who brought untold 
misery to the world were not extraordinary 
specimens of the human race, but that they 
have counterparts who can be fully as dan- 
gerous, even in our country. ... Dr. Kelly 
points out that Hitler ‘was elected in demo- 
cratic way because of the failure of the 
democratic forces to prevent his election, be- 
cause of the fundamental apathy and lack of 
interest of those forces. Such apathy and 
disinterest is not unknown in the United 
States’. . .” 

A—F 


Literary Guild 
The Walls of Jericho 
Paul I. Wellman Lippincott, $3.00 
Long, overwritten novel discussing develop- 
ment of farmer-cooperatives, social planning, 
and western Kansas civilization in general, in 
terms of proto-New Deal lawyer, who is a 


—<—> 


paragon except for his effectively rationalized 
adultery. Pretty tiresome, generally Offensive, 
particularly in its preoccupation with the 
animal nature of man and woman, its as. 
sumption of “the silly tragedy of human ex. 


istence.”’ —M.E.E. 
A—O 

Wayfarers’ Friend 
Courtenay Savage Bruce, $2.00 


“ 


America: . written with the lucidity and 
simplicity of a fairy tale . . . it has a virility 
matching the physical and spiritual prowes 
of the great saint. ... 

*. Special emphasis is given to the 
widespread devotion to St. Christopher dur 
ing World War II. .. .” 

A—HS—F—REV (p.171). 


Book-of-the-Month Club 
The Wayward Bus 
John Steinbeck Viking, $2.75 
Achieves a new low for primitive decadence, 
One of those cross-sectional affairs in the 
form of (but no-wise like) The Bridge of 
San Luis Rey, it examines the moral and 
mental contents of a load of bus passenger. 
While there is partial truth in all the por 
traits, we deny that the sum is a true rep- 
resentation of the human race. Every char- 
acter is one way or another twisted or de. 
praved (cosmic restlessness, of course, not 
free will, is the cause of it all)—and this is 
a common carrier, not a psychopathic ward! 
More noxious by far than the fumes we may 
imagine crept through the worn floorboards 
of “Sweetheart,” the vehicle of the title. 


—M_.E.E. 
Time: “. . . Cunning and cheap . . . disap 
pointing, second rate... .” 
A—DIS 


When the Going Was Good 
Evelyn Waugh LB, $30 


Francis X. Connolly in The Commonweil: 
“.. . selections from four travel books. ... 
The books he (Waugh) writes, were origiml- 
ly pot-boilers. . . . ‘I was simply a youl 
man, typical of my age; we traveled #! 
matter of course. I rejoice that I went whe 
the going was good.’. . . 

“ . . the child was father to the man..: 
it is impossible to grasp the real wisdom 
the master without reading (and _ enjoyitt) 
the casual wit of the apprentice.” 

A—WR—REV (p. 166). 


* w * 


Booklet-of-the-Month 


for every month 


The matter of Vocations to tt 
religious life was never more it 
portant. 

Follow Me by Godfrey Post 
C.P., is for boys—Follow Him, 
girls. Each includes a directory 
religious communities and the 
they do. Postpaid, 15c. 


Carried by all leading Dealers 
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e . 
Spiritual 

The Book of Job 

Edward Kissane S & W, $4.00 
America: “. . . Having enriched Catholic Bibli- 
cl literature with his two-volume translation 
and commentary on Isaias, the author carries 
on the good work. . . . The translation is set 
of in lines to correspond with the original 
metrical structure and is presented in sections 
based on the division of the contents; each 
... preceded by a brief summary of the argu- 
ment and . . . followed by concise critical 


notes and an extended commentary... .” 
A—REC—REV (pb. 105) 


Christianity 
Joseph H. Fichter, S.J. 


The Catholic World: “. . . simply an outline 
of dogmatic theology . . . an explanation of 
the terms, a statement of the dogmatic truth 
itself, and a résumé of its theological exposi- 
tion. . . . For those Catholics who desire a 
cdear-cut, mature, and organized expression of 
their faith, this book is extremely good. . . .” 
A—REC—REV (p. 82). 


For All To Live By 
Leo Sterck { Bruce, $2.75 


A study of Christ with everyday application, 
for every Christ-ian. 


Herder, $2.50 


A——HS——-REC——-REV by Alfred P. 
Derum 
Hunters of Souls 

Sister Mary Jean Dorcy, O.P. Bruce, $2.00 


The Sign: “. . . gripping stories about boys 
and girls of long ago who grew up to be great 
Dominican saints or candidates for sainthood 
.. attractive silhouettes. . . .”’ 

REC—-REV by Sr. Celeste. 


His Mercy Endureth Forever 
Katherine Burton 


Sisters of Mercy (Tarrytown), $2.50 
The Sign: “. . . an account of the foundation 
of the Sisters of Mercy in Ireland by Mother 
Catherine McAuley, of its establishment in the 
Archdiocese of New York, and its rapid, subse- 
quent extension throughout the country, in the 
popular style... .” 

A——FAV 


An Introduction to the Liturgical Year 
Rodrigue Cardinal Villeneuve 

(tr. J. A, O. Eisenzimmer) Pustet, $3.00 
Orate Fratres: “A handy volume for those 
countless Catholics who still need to be 
introduced to the liturgical year . . . choice 
material from years of meditation and study, 
writing and lecturing upon his (author’s) 
favorite subject . . . no attempt at erudition, 
No pretense of fine style; historical back- 
ground and devotional reflections blend in 
the consideration of liturgical texts of the 
various seasons. . . .” 

A—HS—F—REC 


An' Introduction to the Study of 
Ascetical and Mystical Theology 
Alban Goodier, S.J. Bruce, $3.00 
Orate Fratres: “. . . this series of seventeen 
lectures not merely introduces the reader into 
the school of Christian perfection by means 
of a precise historical and theological orienta- 
tion, but his authoritative guidance inspires 
Confidence and crcates interest for further 
Study . . . practical and challenging. . . .” 
A—F—REC 


BOOKS ON TRIAL 





DAILY NEWS COLUMNIST 
CREATES RUN ON THOMAS 
MORE BOOK CLUB SELECTION 


A Testimonial To Grace 
Avery Dulles ! S & W, $1.50 


Edwin A. Lahey in The Chicago Daily 
News: “One of the most interesting 
Christmas gifts that I’ve ever received 
. . . was a book called ‘A Testimonial to 
Grace,’ by Avery Dulles. . . . The little 
book is an account of the author’s in- 
tellectual and spiritual journey from 
atheism to mysticism, and he wound up 
in the Catholic church... 

“Avery Dulles entered Harvard in 
1936, obviously well equipped intellec- 
tually. He had a materialistic concept 
of the universe, and a moral philosophy 
to match. . . . At an age when normal 
young men are interested mostly in 
bank pool, Dulles was sloshing around 
in Plato, and there discovered that the 
‘good’ is an objective reality, not just 
a fiction of the imagination. To put it 
another way, he concluded with the aid 
of the Greek philosophers that there is a 
moral law in the universe, which re- 
mains whether we live up to it or not, 
and that the violation of that law leads 
man into blind alleys from which soph- 
istry provides on escape. . 

“T don’t want to make this sound like 
a morality tract, but I rather think 
there would be a revolution in society if 
we accepted, with all its implications 
for human conduct in politics, business, 
and private life, the cold fact that the 
universal moral law is as real as the 
standard meter that they keep in an 
air-conditioned vault at the Bureau of 
Standards in Washington.”’ 

¥ * * 


St. Martin of Tours 

Henry Ghéon S & W, $2.00 
John S. Kennedy in The Catholic Transcript: 
“. . not the most successful of M. Ghéon’s 
studies of the saints; it may well be the least 
successful. . . . In the present case he has had 
to familiarize us with St. Martin, a man 
known to most of us only by name and as 
the saint who split his cloak to cover a naked 
wretch. To give us the particulars, he has had 
recourse to no little supposition. . . .” 


The Sign: “. . . more than a biography of 


France’s patron saint. It is also Ghéon’s fare-- 


well message to France that had known him 
as an apostate, then a repentant prodigal son 
. an appeal to the nation to return to the 
deep and‘ martial faith of St. Martin; .. . the 
book will be a revelation to many... .” 
A—HS—REC—REV (p. 141). 


The Messias 
Josef Pickl 


The Liguorian: 


Herder, $4.00 
. . not a theological treatise 


“ 


on the prophecies and character of the Mes- 
sias; nor is it a life of Christ . . 


. studies the 
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political unrest prevalent at the time of the 
Jews against the oppressive yoke of the Rom- 
ans. . . . This political condition helps us to 
understand many events in the life of Christ. 


A—S—REV (p. 106). 


Most Worthy of All Praise 

Vincent P. McCorry, S.J. 
Dominicana: “The purpose . 
Sisters a little happier. . : 

“|. . offers sixteen essays on sound spiritual- 
ity . . . does not treat every phase of the spir- 
itual life, but he does consider those things 
which are essential and basic in every Sistér’s 
religious life... . 

“ . . Style is fast and humorous, and his 

manner of expression is clear and concise, with 
rarely ever a wasted word. He writes what he 
has to say and one is never lost because of 
subtleties of expression. . . .” 
Bertrand L. Conway in The Catholic World: 
“Religious women will read with pleasure and 
profit these brief, sprightly, meaty conferences 
of an experienced retreat master... . 

“Father McCorry explains the nature and 
signs of religious vocation, sets forth its re- 
wards in this life and the life to come, and de- 
nounces any attempt to force a vocation, which 
is a free choice on God’s part. He gives sage 
counsel for the novice and the long professed. 
. . . Practical and realistic, with a fresh and 
engaging approach to old problems... . ” 

A——REC REV (p. 55) 


McMullen, $2.00 
. was to make 





Mother of Carmel 

E. Allison Peers Morehouse-Gorham, $2.50 
Dominicana: “. . . Mr. Peers possesses an un- 
questionable competency for his task . . . re- 
sult is a lifelike portrait of ‘one of the most 
remarkable women who ever lived.’ 

“. . Whenever possible . . . he has stood 
back and attempted ‘to use the words of 
Teresa herself.’ The abundance of quotations 
from her Life, Way of Perfection, and Interior 
Castle do not make for difficult reading. Mr. 
Peers has made excellent transitions, and the 
excerpts, besides being an introduction to the 
literary phase of St. Teresa’s life, are the 
choice fruit of her contempation. .. .” 

A HS REC——REV (p. 28) 








The Mysteries of Christianity 
Matthias J. Scheeben (tr. by Cyril Vollert) 


Herder, $7.50 
Richard Flower in The Commonweal: “. . . 
his opus magnum, treating in a most profound 
way of the chief mysteries of Christianity . . . 
beautiful and readable rendition into English 
of ‘the greatest synthesis of theology written 
in modern times.’ . . . One has here the un- 
diluted truths of Catholic theology set forth 
in words that grip and charm and clarify. 
Without tricks or devices of rhetoric Scheeben 
convinces the reader, in language of dignity 
and in terms of impeccable accuracy, that 
‘theology is, like no other science, a scientia 
sapida, a science full of delights.’ .. .” 


The Sign: “... Scheeben considered his work 
clear enough and simple enough for readers 
without a philosophical or theological back- 
ground; this was no doubt the optimism of 
genius. But seminarians and professional theo- 
logians will surely want this profound, pro- 
vocative, and fascinating work.” 
A—£E—REC 
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The Mystical Body of Christ 

Friedrich Jurgensmeier Bruce, $3.00 
Dominicana: “. . . For a solid dogmatic 
treatment of the relation of the Mystical Body 
of Christ to the life of the sanctification of 
men, Fr. Jurgensmeier’s work is perhaps the 
last and best thing available. . . . a precious, 
useful, noble book.” 


Paradise Hunters . 
W. Kane, S.J. Herder, $3.00 
Dominicana: “. . . should be of help to the 
faithful in dealing with the basic problems of 
Christian living . . . the haphazard order of 
the work, its many repetitions and loose ends, 
make for difficult and wearisome reading.” 


Pardon and Peace 

Alfred Wilson, C.P. S & W, $2.00 
Helpful, encouraging, illuminating treatise on 
the Sacrament of Penance for laymen—but 
useful for confessors, too. 

A——E REC REV by Mary Dehey. 


Pastoral in Blue 

Sr. M. Charitas, 1.H.M. Scapular, $2.75 
The Sign: “. . . the story of a valiant woman 

. . told by a Sister with an arresting pen 

. . the inspiring career of Mother Casimir, 
founder of Marywood College in Scranton 
and Superior-General of the Sisters, Servants 
of the Immaculate Heart of Mary, in that 
diocese. . . . 

“A story such as this one should make all 
Catholic readers aware of what they owe to 
the magnanimous spirit of such religious 
women leaders. . . .” 

A——F 


Slow Dawning 
Jane Hawes (pseud.) Herder, $3.00 


Ralph Balzer, C.P., in The Sign: “. . . This 
readable summary of a laywoman’s apprecia- 
tion of her newly found Faith is not meant to 
be a manual of theology . . . it contains many 
things not found in a textbook. It is a piecing 
together, step by step, of a living picture of 
the mind’s gradual submission to the force and 
beauty of Catholic Truth... . 

“We heartily recommend this book, not only 
to converts who may be harassed with similar 
difficulties in entering the Church, but more 
especially to priests engaged in convert work, 
for the insight it affords into the initial fears, 
the intellectual hurdles, facing many an intelli- 
gent non-Catholic on the Threshold of the 
Church.” 


The Commonweal: “Jane Howes is the pseu- 
donym of-a convert who gives us... . an ac- 
count of her nine-year pilgrimage to the bap- 
tismal font . . . an odyssey. that takes us, hur- 
dle by hurdle, over the difficult course that 
stretches from agnosticism to faith .. . a sin- 
gularly good piece of work . . . down-to-earth 
intimacy, her examples have a pin-point acute- 
ness... . 

“. . Catholics, layman and priest alike, will 
find . . . an easy book to read and a hard 
book to lay down.” 

A——HS——-E 
Spirit in Darkness 

Rev. Fr. Brice, C.P. Pustet, $3.50 
Dominicana: “. . : comments on Book Two of 


the Ascent of Mt. Carmel. His treatment fol- 
lows the logical development of the Carmelite’s 


BOOKS ON TRIAL 
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doctrine on the spiritual life rather than the 
exact order of the original work . . . con- 
cerned with the purification of the inner facul- 
ties, that is, the understanding, memory, and 
will. The ‘darkness’ in the title refers to the 
darkness of faith... . 

“The beginner and the advanced in the spir- 
itual life will profit considerably by reading 
and comprehending Spirit in Darkness. Also 
all will be encouraged by the author’s insist- 
ence that contemplation is normal, for as he 
shows, St. John considered infused contempla- 
tion the goal towards which all advance and 
which God grants to those who fight the good 
battle every day of their life.” 

A——F 


The Systematic Teaching of 
Religion, Vol. Il 

Rev. A. N. Fuerst, S.T.D. Benziger, $5.00 
Richard B. Farley in The Catholic World: 
“. . . a scholarly and thorough treatment of 
the problems of imparting religious instruction 
with special emphasis on the aims, content, 
course of study, general and special methods, 
and the manifold difficulties confronting the 
teachers in this field... .” 

A——E 


Thomas More Book Club 


A Testimonial to Grace 

Avery Dulles S & W, $1.50 
The Commonweal: “, . . The path to Rome 
has been well trod for many centuries, and 
yet every new arrival seems to have found 
facets of interest and beauty along the way 
that previous wayfarers have missed ‘ 
(this) account . .. no exception . . . almost 
entirely an intellectual pilgrimage. . . .” 

A—E—REC—REV (p. 97). 


The Three Ages of the Interior Life 

Reginald Garrigou Lagrange, O.P. Herder, $5.00 
From forthcoming review by Richard T. 
Murphy, O.P., S.T.D.: “. . . a synthesis, a 
drawing off of the cream of his previous 
works—a more mature formulation of his 
doctrine. . . . Not simply a manual of pro- 
hibitory or merely devotional rules, but a 
strong, well-coordinated system of spirituality, 
based on the principles of St. Thomas Aquinas 
and on the writings of the great mystics: 
St. Teresa of Avila, St. John of the Cross, and 
St. Francis de Sales. . . .” 

A—E—REC 


Theology and Sanity 
Frank Sheed S & W, $3.00 


Ed Willock in Integrity: “. . . not light read- 

ing: it is Light reading. It represents the do- 

nation by a lay-theologian of that one gift 

indispensable to a world on the edge of noth- 

ingness—the gift of God-knowledge, as the 

scholars name it—Theology. . . .” 
A—E—REV (p. 127) 


Treatise on Purgatory and The Dialogue 
Saint Catherine of Genoa S & W, $2.00 


The Commonweal: “Few voices have carried 
down the centuries as well as that of Catherine 


Fiesca Adorna, . . . Today in her ‘Treatise’ one 
still harkens to a soul that holds converse with 
its Maker . . . a more satisfying sketch of the 
saint could have been prepared than that here 
mas 

A—REC 


ad 


Poets & Poetry 


Bridle for a Unicorn 

John Richard Moreland Kaleidograph, $1,59 
Muriel Reno in The Catholic World: “. , . 
Moreland sings of simple things . . . and he 
never fails to extract from these a meaning 
which transcends mere everyday reality and 
touches the pulse of the spirit... . 

“. . . not only a poet of classical lineage, 
but among the true lyrists of this age.” 

A F 


Cantico 

Jorge Guillen Mac, $3.75 
Lulu Vargas Vila in The Commonweal: “.,. 
a beautiful collection of poems embodying a 
great deal of the best of the old and new 
schools. It is lyrical, emotional and musical in 
feeling . . . the first time, I believe, that any 
American publisher has imported a Spanish 
edition. .. .” 


Christopher Marlowe 

Paul H. Kocher Chapel Hill, $3.50 
Kappo Phelan in Commonweal: “Professor 
Kocher’s thesis exhaustively sifts internal evi- 
dence, plus related documents, to discover 
Marlowe ‘one of the most highly subjective 
playwrights of his age’ and an active anti- 
Christian. 

“ . . the results are unquestionably honest 
and valuable. Out of the seven plays, the frag- 
ments of poems, the poet emerges as one in- 
creasingly conscious of the problems of human 
society....” 

MSO——-F 


A Critical History of English Poetry 
Herbert J. Grierson & J.C. Smith Oxford, $5.0 


The Commonweal: “. . . by two well-known 
English scholars, traces the history of English 
poetry from Anglo-Saxon days down to 1939. 
It is not only a scholarly record . . . but is 
also a critical history in the sense that each 
poet is judged, in the last analysis, not by the 
literary fashion and theory of his own day, 
but by a definite and objective standard— 
the poetic faith of Smith and Grierson. To 4 
certain extent, therefore, your estimate of this 
work will depend upon whether or not you 
agree with the concept of poetry applied by 
these critics. . . .” 
A—F 


Hamlet Without Tears 
I. J. Semper Loras College Press, $1.0 


Kelsey Guilfoil in The Chicago Tribune: ‘'.. 
study of the moral and religious implications 
of the play. Written by a theologian and 
scholar, it is remarkably free from pedantry 

. marshals his arguments to prove that 
‘Hamlet’ is not only the most religious o 
Shakespeare’s plays, but is thoroughly Catho- 
lic in its theology. .. .” 

A—REC—REV (p. 128) 


Hills of the Spirit 

Edith Tatum Kaleidograph, $2.0 
Muriel Reno in The Catholic World: “..-4 
certain able technique, beauty of concept and 
diction, and meaning which is never obscult 
... her outlook on life is innately poetic, but 
instead of setting her voice free, her medium 
seems to limit her. Many rhymes seem forced, 
and often, there is a notable lack of ease ..: 
the result is triteness.”’ 

A——WR 





tS 


ing 


ge, 


3.75 
ga 
| in 


any 
nish 


3.50 
sS0r 


ver 
tive 
nti- 


Bs & 


15.00 
wn 
lish 
939, 
t is 
ach 
day, 
0a 


you 


$1.50 
jons 
ntry 


; of 
tho- 


$2.00 


cure 


lium 





March, 1947 


BOOKS ON TRIAL 


cael 


215 





| il 





—_ 


Lord Weary’s Castle 
Robert Lowell H B, $2.50 


Anne Fremantle in The Commonweal: “. . . 
second book of verse . . . a young, new poet 
of tremendous importance, who is both Catho- 
lic and classical . . . at all levels, there is that 
continual awareness of His Maker, which 
Wallace Fowlie, writing of Rimbaud, said in- 
creased in the ratio of a poet’s greatness... .” 
A—REC—REVD by Fr. Grady (p. 167) 


Milton’s Paradise Lost: 


A Commentary on the Argument 
John S. Diekhoff Columbia, $2.00 


Sister Margaret Teresa, S.S.J., in America: 
«|. a little book that reverts surprisingly 
and refreshingly to what is basic. in literary 
interpretation, the literal meaning of the 
| ae 

“Tt still remains possible, no doubt, to make 
splendid phosphorescent dives into Milton’s 
subconscious, or to romanticize upon what 
kings and cabalists did to his theology, but 
it is a little harder to do so now, if the face 
of such close reasoning, such careful checking 
of passage against passage, as this volume 
provides. . . .” 

A—F 


The Portable Blake 
ed. Alfred Kazin Viking, $2.00 


Anne Fremantle in The Commonweal: “. . . 
This work is good value indeed. . . . It con- 
tains much of Blake that is often missed.... 

“. . to say that ‘Christian mysticism is 
based upon mortification of the body so abso- 
lute that it attains a condition of ecstasy’ is 
inaccurate... . 

“Nor does Mr. Kazin make his point that 
Blake was not a mystic because he was against 
all belief in sin... . 

“It is surely rather contradictory of Mr. 
Kazin to say ‘in short, Blake was not looking 
for God’... .” 

A—WR 


The Romance of Tristan and fseult 

Joseph Bedier Pantheon, $3.50 
The Catholic World: “The French original . . . 
appeared in more than three hundred editions. 
The translation by Hilaire Belloc and Paul 
Rosenfeld forms a connected, smooth-flowing, 
delightful version of one of the greatest love 
stories in human literature.” 


Stars and Atoms Have No Size 

A. M. Sullivan Dutton, $2.75 
The Commonweal: “From the roar of en- 
gines and blast furnaces come new poems 
from Mr. Sullivan . . . observations of a 
quiet mind—concerning the marvels of science 
and industry. . . . The best is good poetry. 

” e 


A—F 


A Wordsworth Anthology 

ed. Laurence Housman Scribner, $2.00 
Joseph J. Reilly in the Catholic World: “... 

. Housman, distinguished writer and dra- 
matist, presents some forty-seven poems of the 
Steatest of the English romantics which he 
considers of ‘high poetic quality’. . . 

“... despite Wordsworth’s uninspired mo- 
ments, he remains, when at his best, un- 
Matched since Milton.” 


Arts & Letters 


Alms for Oblivion 


George Carver Bruce, $3.00 
Domicana: “. . . book about books, men, and 
biography. . . . The twenty-three . . . chapters 


are studies of the representative men, their 
works, and the manner in which each con- 
tributed to the furtherance of the biographieal 
form ... a series of discreet considerations, 
each sufficient unto itself but all, taken col- 
lectively, define clearly the continuous road 
along which biography has progressed. 

“’,. the neophyte will be aroused to further 
study and the far advanced student will glean 
many refreshing points of view and criticisms 
heretofore confined principally to Professor 
Carver’s lecture room.” 

A——F 


Giovanni Bellini 

Philip Hendy & Ludwig Goldscheider Oxford, $6.50 
The Commonweal: “. . . newest addition to 
the excellent Phaidon Press series of art mono- 
graphs . . . nearly 100 of Bellini’s works are 
illustrated, the majority in superb large-scale 
photogravure, six in color . . . illustrations of 
associated paintings and sculpture are scattered 
through the introduction. .. .” 

A——HS——FAV 


The Borzoi Book of Ballets 

Grace Robert Knopf, $4.50 
E. V. R. Wyatt in the Commonweal: “... 
Of the 66 ballets described . . . 39 were com- 
posed after 1938, and of these, 19 are by Amer- 
icans or the Anglo-American, Antony Tudor... 

“ . . of interest even to. moderate ballet- 
omanes for while one may not agree with her 
appraisals, she offers the history, scenario and 
choreography of each ballet with a description 
of the decor and some photographs, as well as 
a glossary....” 

A——F 


Charleston: Photographic Studies 
F. S. Lincoln Corinthian Publications, $5.00 
Commonweal: “. . . Mr. Lincoln is a master- 
ful photographer, adept at expressing that 
intangible something which John Ruskin 
guessed was the golden stain of time . . . has 
taken infinite pains with these photographs. 
. . . The book is a masterpiece of printing; 
. seventy-three enchanting pictures of the 
loveliest of American cities.” 


A—F 
Handel 

Herbert Weinstock Knopf, $5.00 
The Commonweal: “‘. . . Because Handel was 


completely and successfully a man of the 
world, the story of his life is as well the 
political and social history of the eighteenth 
century England .. .a first rate job.... 

“There are rather few musical judgments in 
the book. This, however, is rather a virtue 
than a defect since the judgments of critics 
and musicologists on the excellence of Handel’s 
music are easily consulted. . . .” 

A F 


The Mansions of Virginia: 1700-1776 


Thomas Tileston Waterman 
Chapel Hill, $10.00 (boxed) 
Superb study of one of the great architectural 
orders as translated into domestic buildings 
of colonial Virginia. Replete with photographs, 
elevations, diagrams, the book is a joy to 





handle. Text has the excitement of all true 
adventures—albeit an adventure into what has 
become the irrevocable past; written by an 
architect of imagination, originality, and an 
eye to human values, a scholar who tackles 
his problem with real relish and knows how 
to evaluate circumstantial evidence. Author is 
director of the Historic American Buildings 
Survey of the Library of Congress, one of the 
architects of the Williamsburg restoration. 





A E——REC —M.E.E. 
The Peace of the Augustans 
George Saintsbury Oxford, $1.10 


The Commonweal: “. . . First published in 
1915 . . . objective . . . to discover and 
expose for the reader those qualities of rest 
and refreshment embodied in the literature of 
the Augustan age. . . . The best sections of 
the book are those on the novel and Dr. 
Johnson. . . . No matter how the tide of 
criticism flows, this work will stand out as 
one of the most sensible things written about 
that century. .. .” 
A—F 


Piero di Cosimo ; 
R. Langton Douglas U. of Chicago, $5.00 


Anna McClure Sholl in The Catholic World: 
“. . a revelation of the power of creative 
criticism to evoke an artist from his tomb and 
restore to him the validity and value of his 
work, as well as the high honors of his life- 
time. Mr. Douglas’ thorough scholarship com- 
bined with his aesthetic intuition places the 
singular genius of Piero de Cosimo in a novel 
perspective—that of a highly original and not 
a derivative artist. . . .” 


A——FAV 
Specimens of English Dramatic Criticism 
Oxford, $1.10 
The Commonweal: “. . . a necessity to the 


professional and will be, I should think, an 
equal delight to the common reader . . . 17th 
to the 20th centuries. ... 

“|. handsome, well-made, can be read 
without digging. . . .” 


Theme and Variations 


Bruno Walter Knopf, $5.00 
America: “. . . excellent autobiography of a 
superb musician. . . .” 

A F 





Writers and Writing 

Robert van Gelder Scribner, $3.00 
The Saturday Review of Literature: “...A 
collection of Mr. Van Gelder’s interviews with 
famous and popular authors during the past 
five years, Writers and Writing is as nearly 
a literary history of the 1940’s as we have. 
Although by no means exhaustive or irrefuta- 
ble, it surveys the retiring, maturing, and be- 
ginning writers of our day in all fields, reveal- 
ing our strength and potentialities. ...” 


Raymond Durrell in The Sign: “.. . editor 
of the New York Times Book Review Section 

. . informally interviewed some eighty popu- 
lar literary figures who find their way into 
this volume on contemporary American let- 
ters. . . . He asked no set questions, took no 
notes, gave the celebrities.no opportunity to 
adopt a pose. Simply got them talking on 
almost anything and then dashed back to the 
office to bang out a speedy account of the 
interview. .. .” 








BOOKS ON TRIAL 





Momism: The Latest Complex 


Their Mothers’ Sons 

Edward A. Strecker Lippincott, $2.75 
Reviewed by James F. Walsh, S.J., pro- 
fessor of psychology, Regis College; 
author of Facing Your Social Situation. 


Father Francis Finn, S.J., riding on a 
street car, met a dainty little boy 
dressed like a little prince, with bright 
blue eyes and long golden hair. Though 
apparently about eight or nine years old 
the youngster kept close to his mother 
and answered questions with: “Yes in- 
deedy” or “No indeedy.” From such 
an incident did the Rev. Jesuit some 40 
years ago anticipate many modern psy- 
chologists with his story about an over- 
protected child, “Percy Wynn.” As an 
educator and prefect of boys he had 
come face to face with two tragedies 
of modern life: The Overprotected 
Child and The Rejected Child. 

A debt of gratitude then is due to 
Dr. Strecker for throwing the spotlight 
on such a problem. His thesis is sim- 
ply stated: “It is an indictment of the 
woman who has failed in the element- 
ary mother function of weaning her 
offspring emotionally as well as phys- 
ically.” He calls such a one “Mom” in 
contradistinction to a real ‘“Mother.” 
Hence throughout the book he speaks 
of “Momism.” Such a woman’s chief 
purpose in life is to keep her children 
emotionally dependent on her. Hun- 
dreds of cases illustrate his point. 

Indirectly the book is a challenge to 
the Planned Parenthood Movement, for 
if there is a veritable spoiled child to- 
day, it is the only child. “Only chil- 
dren,” says Dr. R. Allers, “are brought 
up to expect assistance, easy apprecia- 
tion and admiration, constant guidance, 
encouragement and support, none of 
which are offered them in ‘real’ life.” 
All of us from large families remember 
how we were educated in adjustment by 
our brothers and sisters and how a fond 
mother couldn’t afford to play favor- 
ites. To my surprise the learned doctor 
overlooks this point. Teachers could 
have told him how hard it is to get 
“only” children to obey. 

This author’s main argument seems 
to be maturity, i., the immature 
mother breeds immaturity in her chil- 
dren. The “Foundation Stones of Ma- 
turity” consist “in a desire to move, 
willingness to imitate, response to sug- 
gestion, love of power, leavening of 
curiosity, dash of childhood savagery, 


spark of romancing (telling tall 
stories).” On the other hand maturity 
is defined as “the ability to stick to a 
job, the capacity to give more on any 
job than is asked for, reliability, persist- 
ence to carry out a plan regardless of 
the difficulties, the ability to work with 
other people under organization and 
authority, the ability to make decisions, 
a will to life, flexibility, independence 
and tolerance.” 

Here the author is not quite clear. 
Does he imply that these foundation 
stones will surely build up the balanced 
personality of the second definition? 
What is missing it seems to me is a 
definite philosophy of life, a philosophy 
involving a positive or negative attitude 
toward God and religion. It is true, from 
pages 112 and 113 the author does not 
imply a negative attitude. But is what 
he says enough? Consider the variety of 
mothers: The hypocrite, whose overpro- 


* * w 


Science Discovers God 
Man Does Not Stand Alone 

A. Cressy Morrison Revell, $1.25 
This book, by the former president of 
the New York Academy of Sciences was 
summarized in The Reader’s Digest for 
December, with the result that it is 
temporarily sold out. 

The point of interest is that the au- 
thor outlined seven reasons why he, a 
scientist, believes in God. The reasons 
given: 

1. By unwavering mathematical law 
we can prove that our universe was de- 
signed and executed by a great en- 
gineering Intelligence. 

2. The resourcefulness of life to ac- 
complish its purpose is a manifestation 
of all-pervading Intelligence. 

3. Animal wisdom speaks irresistibly 
of a good Creator who infused instinct 
into otherwise helpless little creatures. 

4. Man has something more than 
animal instinct—the power of reason. 

5. Provision for all living is revealed 
in phenomena which we know today 
but which Darwin did not know—such 
as the wonders of genes. 

6. By the economy of nature, we are 
forced to realize that only infinite wis- 
dom could have foreseen and prepared 
such astute husbandry. 

7. The fact that man can conceive 
the idea of God is in itself a unique 


proof. 


tection is a mask for rejection; the 
selfish, whose end is not the child’s 
needs but her own needs; the emo. 
tionally deprived, who merely wants to 
satisfy her own need of affection; the 
ambitious, who wishes to satisfy secret 
ambitions through the child; the indif- 
ferent, who doesn’t care because she 
lives from day to day; the dictatorial, 
whose sadistic nature is the cause of 
her overprotection (See Mauriac’s latest 
book, The Woman of the Pharisees.) 

In contrast there is the anxious but 
unselfish mother whose overconcern js 
based on her concept of definite values 
in life. She is not forgetful of the 
example of self-denial, mortification and 
unselfishness of the God-Man and His 
followers. Even Carl Jung recognizes 
such need of religion in mental hygiene 
in his Modern Man %n a Search for a 
Soul. Hence one would expect Dr, 
Strecker to stress this more than he 
does. And here it might be well to wam 
some readers who may read satire in 
the statement on p. 111: “Schizophrenic 
women may have children by ‘the 
breath of the Holy Ghost’.”’ 

The author has had great experience, 
but does the evidence justify him in 
making “Momism” the cause of alco 
holism, homosexuality and isolationism? 
On the other hand |his chapters on 
‘“‘Mom in pants” and “Momarchies” are 
worth the price of the book. The ques- 
tionnaire at the end of the book should 
be given to all mothers; in fact since 
parents can unconsciously use a child 
for their own advantage this book should 
be a “must” for many of them. To this 
my fellow teachers will say: Amen. 

* * w 


Book-of-the-Month 
Club 


The Lincoln Reader 

ed. Paul M. Angle Rutgers U., $3.75 
The work of 60 biographers of Lincola, 
edited by the former head of the Ill 
nois State Historical Library, the idea 
being to select the best writer for each 
chapter of Lincoln’s life. 

A brief comment by the editor & 
ordinates each episode. 

Mr. Angle achieved prominence it 
the field of Lincolniana back in 1928, 
when he proved the spuriosity of a 
Atlantic Monthly serial, Lincoln the 
Lover, which had been endorsed by 
such experts as Carl Sandburg, I 
Tarbell, and Herbert Putnam. He is the 
author of A Shelf of Lincoln Books. 
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Which Napoleon? 
Tell Your Sons 
Willa Gibbs Farrar, Straus, $3.00 
Reviewed by Helene Magaret, Ph.D., 
author of Gailhac of Beziers. 


The publishers of this novel tell us 
that Willa Gibbs, the author, has been 
passionately interested in Napoleon 
since she was twelve years old. “Which 
Napoleon?” the reader asks and re- 
ceives nO answer. 

Nearly 500 pages of rough-and- 
timble warfare, of brutal love-making 
and melodrama are dedicated to the 
portrait of the great General and Em- 
pror who wants only bread and free- 
dom for his fellowmen, but who finds 
that in order to do good one must first 
do evil. Paul d’Aunay, about whom the 
story centers, hesitates to destroy his 
conscience until Napoleon shows him 
the triviality of personal guilt compared 
to his own vicarious assumption of the 
guilt of every Frenchman in his army. 
Henceforth Paul carries his sins with 
ease. His one desire is to see others 
give themselves to this infinitely patient, 
infinitely wise and infinitely good man. 
To revolt against Napoleon is to revolt 
against destiny, and to die for him is 
Heaven. Finally, in the closing chapter, 
with customary gentleness and wisdom, 
Napoleon tries to save Paul by con- 
trasting for him Christ and the Anti- 
christ. The description becomes a self- 
portrait. ““. . . each of these men,” he 
says, “sometime before his death will 
have been wholly enlightened about the 


nature of his own work. I leave you , 


to guess which will have suffered the 
most.” Paul recognizes the terrible im- 
plications. 


Into this ungodly, almost diabolic, 
framework is woven a variety of de- 
signs: battles, duels and sacrifices, hero- 
im and starvation, and many love- 
thwarted ladies who take their pleasure 
for a night. All the men are brutal, all 
the women are unchaste, and even the 
children have learned that there is no 


Miss Gibbs writes with almost formi- 
(able austerity. If she cannot build 
Paragraphs, she can at least turn a 


sentence into a sword-thrust. What she. 


heeds is not more talent, but a better 
subject. She should remember that our 
Seneration has been suffering from its 
wn Napoleons for a long tinte and that 
list now it is very tired. 


Spotlight on Scandinavia 


Renaissance in the North 
W. Gore Allen S&W, $2.00 
Reviewed by Victor M. Hamm, Ph.D., 
professor of literature, Marquette Uni- 
versity; author, translator, contributor 
to learned journals. 


Too many of us get our notions of 
Scandinavian culture from the plays of 
Ibsen. and Strindberg which we read in 
college. Historically, however, Scandi- 
navia is conservative in religion and 
social life, and there has been a con- 
servative renaissance in the North of 
which most of us are unaware. Mr. Gore 
Allen, in the present volume (originally 
delivered in lecture form for the Work- 
ers’ Education Association in England), 
is concerned with illustrating and an- 
alyzing this return to the fountains of 
Christian culture. 


Germany’s intellectual conquest of 
the Northern peoples at the Reforma- 
tion prevented the Catholic culture of 
medieval Scandinavia from culminating, 
and cut the peoples of Norway and 
Sweden off from the heart of Europe. 
When Ibsen restored the contact be- 
tween Northern culture and European 
thought, “Europe itself was neither 
holy, nor Roman, nor an empire.” 

The liberal writers who trailed after 
Ibsen were agnostic and urban. But re- 
ligion and the land were too deeply 
rooted in the Scandinavian way of life 
to be torn up. They had their comeback. 
It is this comeback in the work of 
Kierkegaard and Selma Lagerlof (Prot- 
estants), of Sigrid Undset (Catholic), 
and of Heidenstam and MHamsun 
(agrarians), that Mr. Allen holds up 
for our inspection. 


Of these writers Sigrid Undset stands 
out in pride of place, a thing that would 


have been impossible fifty years ago,- 


when Catholicism was almost extinct 
in Scandinavia. Mr. Allen skillfully 
focuses his attention on her, and de- 
clares his own philosophy here. Of all 
the chapters, that on Kierkegaard alone 
disappoints. There is a most illuminat- 
ing final chapter on Grieg and Sibelius 
and their influence. “It was Grieg who 
saved the Liberal writers from despair,” 
writes Mr. Allen, “and Sibelius who pro- 
duced ‘cold water’ when the artistic: gul- 
let had been rendered almost insatiable 
by ‘cocktails’.” Grieg returned to native 
inspiration in his music. It will surprise 
some readers to learn of Grieg’s influ- 


ence on Ibsen’s The Master Builder. 
This play Mr. Allen considers Ibsen’s 
best work, the change from mediocrity 
to greatness. Sibelius similarly vitalizes 
the literary work of contemporary Scan- 
dinavian, writers. 

This is a new appraisal of Northern 
literature and culture, rich in insights 
and synthesizing judgments. 

* * * 


Confused Principles 


The Christian Heritage in America 
George Hedley Mac, $2.00 
Reviewed by Rev. John P. Kleinz, 
Ph.D., professor of philosophy and so- 
ciology at Pontifical College Josephin- 
um, Worthington, Ohio. 
The author is associate professor of 
economics and sociology at Mills Col- 
lege. His brief and interesting book re- 
prints a series of sermons preached in 
the chapel of that institution; it at- 
tempts to trace the distinctive contribu- 
tions of the various churches to Amer- 
ican Christianity and discusses the pos- 
sibility of union, or better unity, of the 
Churches. 

Separate chapters are devoted to the 
history and doctrines of the Jews and 
Eastern Orthodox, to the “major Chris- 
tian groups”—Catholics, Lutherans, 
Presbyterians, Episcopalians, Congrega- 
tionalists, Baptists, Quakers, Method- 
ists, and Disciples of Christ. There are 
added chapters on the “Liberal Chris- 
tians” and “revivalists.” The author 
(himself a Methodist and evidently 
sympathetic to the “liberal” position) 
lists the Catholic contributions as clear 
thinking in theology, genuine fellowship 
or universality, and constructive order. 

There is a sincere effort to be fair and 
impartial in dealing with the doctrines 
and practices of the various “Christian” 
churches, but this attitude rests on the 
Statement that “of course we cannot 
have absolute knowledge.” The author’s 
acceptance of “Liberal Christianity” 
with its “necessity of continuing revis- 
ion of our judgments” and its rejection 
of the divinity of Christ makes one 
wonder whether he understands what 
the Christian religion really means. His 
plea for unity among Christians rests on 
confused principles. Mr. Hedley ‘seems 
unable to appreciate the impassable gulf 
which must separate the one true 
Church founded by Christ from the 
many churches founded by men. 
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“‘Mudpies which 


endure—”’ 


The Condemned Playground 

Cyril Connolly Mac, $2.75 
Reviewed by James F. Larkin, C.S.V., 
Ph.D., professor of English, DePaul 

University, Chicago. 

This selection of 36 short essays and 
reviews written by the skeptical, not to 
say rationalistic, editor of a contempora- 
ry English literary magazine, Horizons, 
illustrates the confusion in criticism 
which has no basis in metaphysics. To 
quote Connolly’s own explanation of his 
title, the literary scene of the 1930’s 
was a confused playground of “ebulli- 
ence, mediocrity, frivolity and talent.” 
But because this critic makes use of no 
absolute norms in his often penetrating 
study of figures like Joyce, Proust, and 
Housman, he is usually driven to the 
position of either sentiment or political 
idealism. 

Geographically The Condemned Play- 
ground refers to the dilettante milieu 
of Chelsea during the years in which 
many of the essays were written. Here, 
where St. Thomas More once went 
about the business of his own sanctifica- 
tion, Connolly has settled for literary 
brightness and a flair for learned allu- 
sion (he repeats himself, however, on 
such items as the egret and Frederick 
the Great’s invocation of Voltaire 
against reaction) and for the barbed 
epithet. Thus he can hit off the sensibili- 
ty of Novelist Sterne as “‘a Roman sense 
of pietas run to seed.” 

Or, in deftly pricking the inflated 
reputation of Housman, he can charge 
the poet with “looking back at pagan- 
ism from a Christian standpoint.” He 
can diagnose the esthetic malady of 
Joyce and Proust as “elephantiasis of 
the ego.” But this cleverness is prone 
to go over into such meaningless gen- 
eralizations as “the sixteenth century 
established the individual’s right to his 
personality.” (Henry VIII alone, ac- 
cording to Holinshed, executed 20,000 
persons. ) 

By a third and final connotation of 
the title, Connolly would tell us that 
the whole field of art is a condemned 
playground, in which man’s noblest ef- 
forts aim only to make “mudpies which 
endure.” This view of course stems di- 
rectly from his rejection of permanent 
spiritual values. In comparing the con- 
temporary cultures of England and 


France, therefore, it is not surprising 
that he should completely ignore Clau- 
del. In stocking his novel-addict’s cup- 
board, he doesn’t even mention the 
name of Mrs. Undset. 

As a matter of fact the reader will 
search in vain for recognition of the 
Christian basis of Western literature in 
any of these essays. The overtones of 
Dawson and St. Exupéry in the last 
one, which takes up the problem of Eng- 
land’s cultural future, serve only to 
emphasize a crisis for which this writer 
has no solution; because when he pro- 
claims that “there can be no dignity of 
man without respect for the humani- 
ties,” he completely ignores the most 
tremendous of all humanities—that 
which the Second Person has taken unto 
Himself in the Incarnation. 


Ww * * 
Religious Indifference 


Fruit of Disunity 


Author Misses the Point 
What’s Wrong with Religion? 
Karl Justus DS&P, $2.00 


Reviewed by A. P. Madgett, S.J., John 
Carroll University, Cleveland. 


Experience as a navy chaplain has given 
a young minister vivid realization of 
how much religious indifference is owing 
to religious disunity. For the sake of 
lasting peace, impossible without vital 
religious faith, he makes an impassioned 
plea for unity of purpose and sub- 
mergence of differences on the part of 
all religious groups. Specific proposals 
for unity and realism would defeat the 
author’s purpose, despite his obvious 
sincerity in urging them. 

The semblance of unity achieved by 
minimizing doctrinal differences has de- 
vitalized Protestantism. An agnostic 
could nod assent to the resulting 
“creeds.” Men may get together on 
such a creed, but they cannot get from 
it any motivation for the struggles of 
life. Therefore, in criticizing the Catho- 
lic Church for its failure to join Protes- 
tants in their efforts toward religious 
unity, the author does not see what 
more careful Protestant students of the 
problem see. As the Protestant editors 
of the Christian Century, evaluating the 
failures of “Conferences on Religious 
Unity,” commented: “The only terms 
on which religious unity can be achieved 
are the terms Rome offers. We do not 
want unity at such a price.” 


——<— 


“Falling Off the 
Floor” 


THE WRITER’S RESPON. 
SIBILITY 


. .. Dealing as he does, with a world 
that is representative of life, it seems 
only fair to ask-that the novelist let his 
characters act like people. “Formerly 
the imagination created saints for its 
legends, today it makes devils for its 
novels,” said St. Marc Girardin. One 
does not ask, nor does one want, the 
novelist to create very many “saints” 
for his fiction. Neither does one mind 
how many devils he creates—if he cre. 
ates the right kind. 

A fallen angel is a splendid thing; a 
fallen simian is not. The one can topple 
from high heaven; the other, only from 
a tree. 

Let men and women of fiction fall to 
any depths, but let them. fall as men 
and women. For as I say, to fall very 
far, characters have to be human—and 
even somewhat divine. Otherwise, it is 
rather difficult to think of them as hay- 
ing any place to fall from: to use the 
figure which Mr. Galsworthy once ap- 
plied to some of his own creatures, they 
seem to be characters who are only fall- 
ing off the floor. ... 

. . . I believe that the writer who 
repudiates all responsibility toward his 
readers totally ignores the moral nature 
of man and the pattern of society itself. 
I hold that men live by a definite sys 
tem of values, and that these values 
are absolute and objective. 

I do not believe, therefore, in what 
is popularly understood by “art-for 
art’s-sake.” I agree with Mr. Bella 
that a writer who can evoke only reality 
is not a great writer: “No one sustails 
the culture of mankind, or bequeath 
it a great thing because he merely ree 
isters an emotion or merely provokts 
one.” (Newspaper Days, 1922, p. 5) 
Finally, I reiterate my belief that ma 
is more than a mass of protoplasm 
and that his instincts and appetites att 
not entirely those of the animal. ..: 

—from Lucifer at Large, by Camilt 
John McCole (Longmans Greet) 


w * * 


Parts of the book This Is i 
Story by Louis F. Budenz are beitf 
condensed in the February 
March issues of the Readers Digest 
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Two Eventful Decades 


The Progress of the 
Jesuits: 1556-1579 
James Brodrick, S.J. L G, $3.50 
Reviewed by Joseph Roubik,S.J.,Ph.D., 
chairman, department of history, 
Loyola University, Chicago. 


In the present volume, as in his pre- 
yious and noteworthy contributions to 
Jesuit literature, the author brings to 
his task a fine knowledge of the history 
and spirit of the chaotic 16th century 
in Europe when so many individuals 
and whole institutions were breaking 
away from the secure moorings in the 
safe harbor of the Church. 


In The Progress of the Jesuits the 
author deals with a little more than a 
score of years in the history of the 
Jesuits. Those were years of organiza- 
tion, of planting, and of persecution. 
The Fathers of the Society were begin- 
ning to sow the seed of the Gospel in 
India, China and Japan in the Orient; 
in the Americas of the New World and 
in Abyssinia. Everywhere in Europe 
they were stepping into the breach left 
open by the Protestant revolt. But the 
champions of Gallicanism led by the 
Sorbonne and the University of Paris 
put out Herculean efforts to keep the 
Jesuits out of France. 


Appeasement to the heretics was the 
order of the day at the court of Cather- 
ine de Medici. The unfortunate Mary 
Stuart appears in a newer light than 
many have ever conceived in the sad 
story of the little kingdom of Scotland 
neglected till it was too late. Father 
Brodrick is severely plain in his evalu- 
ation of Paul IV and the saintly Pius V, 
and he is just as severe with the Jesuits 
Bobadilla, Araoz, St. Francis Borgia 
and a host of others. 


The author is fearless, but his genial 
style as a storyteller tones down greatly 
what in a less objective and less jovial 
writer might have given rise to a quite 
different treatment. In fine, The Prog- 
ress of the Jesuits has a wider interest 

one may suppose at first sight. 
It embraces very much -of Western 
Europe during the space of a score 
of critical years. 


w * * 
Cyril Clemens, Webster Groves 19, 
Missouri, is writing a biography of Car- 
dinal John J. Glennon. He would like 


to hear from any readers who have any- 
thing of interest to contribute. 


Missionary Life 
in the Arctic 


Eskimo Parish 
Paul C.O’Connor, S.J. Bruce, $1.75 
Reviewed by Alma Savage, director of 
Alma Savage Lecture Service; author of 
Dogsled Apostles, Smoozie and Eben 
the Crane. 


Eskimo Parish is an exciting and effec- 
tive picture of life in the wilderness of 
western Alaska. The book is remark- 
able not only for its content, but it 
stands alone as a day-to-day, year-by- 
year account of a Catholic missionary 
working in Alaska. 

Father O’Connor begins with stories 
of his dogsled journeys across the ten- 
dra to bring the sacraments to the na- 
tives in isolated villages. With careful 
detail he describes the cottony fog, the 
meshlike willows. The reader can smell 
village smoke through the swirling snow, 
and hear the barking dogs as they near 
tiny huts. He recalls hardships such as 
the year when mice swarmed as thick 
as flies and sometimes crawled into the 
author’s sleeping bag for warmth; or we 
see him running behind a sled for eight 
hours, pushing, splashing and flounder- 
ing through freezing overflow when the 
dogs break through the ice. But one 
hesitates to speak of the hardships of 
this rugged missionary, for activities 
that the reader considers most grueling, 
Father O’Connor takes in stride as the 
work of another day. 

There is the author’s warm under- 
standing of his Eskimo flock. He learned 
that the Eskimo is so accustomed to 
meet the unexpected that the future 
causes him no concern. Weatherbound 
for weeks, he merely adapts himself to 
his surroundings without complaint. A 
white man, with his incessant complain- 
ing and money hunger, is a mystery to 
the limpid native mind. 

The work at Akulurak mission comes 
alive with its school and feast-day ac- 
tivity, and the exciting moments when 
one isn’t sure whether or not the year’s 
food supplies from Outside will arrive 
on the last boat of the season. 

Readers will enjoy Father O’Connor’s 
account of life in the Arctic; they will 
catch the country’s wild beauty, they 
will be swept along by the challenge of 
frequent danger such as flying through 
a terrible storm above glaciers, or col- 
liding with ice floes in a stormy sea. 
The story reveals the light-heartedness 





and endurance of the missionary in spite 
of the absence of comforts that we con- 
sider necessary to life. The spirit of 
vitality, sacrifice, and devotion shines 
through the pages and gives the book a 
rich tone and deep interest. 

(Catholic Literary Foundation ) 
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“We Are Not Amused” 


I Name Thee Mara 
Edmund Gilligan Scribner, $3.00 


Reviewed by Julius Frasch Harmon 


Mr. Gilligan has given us another story 
of the sea; which story will no doubt 
give pleasure to those who like the sea 
and Mr. Gilligan. Mr. Gilligan writes in 
a faintly Hibernian-flavored style in 
which a little philosophy serves to dig- 
nify, and draw out, a book of adven- 
tures. Mr. Gilligan informs us, through 
one of his characters, that the “realm 
of thought” is “immense, uncharted 
and, to me, starless and not yet tra- 
versed.” Such being the state of health 
of Mr. Gilligan’s premises, it is not very 
surprising that his philosophic conclus- 
ions should be a little sickly. 

Mr. Gilligan’s story begins, that is, 
first becomes comprehensible, on page 
24, when “the first capain of the Naomi 
jumped onto the wharf at Spanish 
Room in the slew” (Mr. Gilligan being 
an author who is not at all content to 
say, simply, that it was raining) “of 
a Newfoundland rain and called our 
grandfather from the flakes” (which the 
dictionary, not Mr. Gilligan, informs us 
is a rack for drying fish), “pressed a 
gold piece” (value not stated) “into 
hands that had not yet felt the touch of 
silver, not to mind gold, and said to 
him the words of freedom: ‘Young Dil- 
lon, take this to settle all. Sell your nets 
and your wee boat and go aboard the 
NAOMI. For you're too old a lad to 
live and die in this God-forsaken hole. 
Haste ye, for we’re off on the tide to 
kill the halibut and thence to Glouces- 
ter for settlement day and your fat 


>” 


share’. 

Unfortunately, Mr. Gilligan, when he 
is funny, is funny unintentionally, and 
forces his readers, if they persevere, to 
read four hundred and twenty-eight and 
odd pages of a story bristling with 
improbabilities and characters cast in 
heroic but unbelievable molds in order 
to enjoy a few good descriptions of 
nature on the high seas. 











THOMAS MORE BOOK CLUB 


BUDENZ—MURPHY 
(See Reviews, pages 197 & 201) 


March (5th Dual Selection) : This Is My Story—by ex-Communist Louis F. Budenz—the long. 
awaited experiences of the former editor of The Daily Worker, Communist newspaper, $3.00. 


Together with Pére Antoine—the latest, and by far the best, book by Rev. Edward F. Murphy, 
author of The Scarlet Lily, $2.50. 


REGULAR PRICE FOR BOTH BOOKS—$5.50. MEMBERS’ PRICE—$4.00. 


New Members may start with either (or both) of the above, or with any previous selection, as follows: 


Ist Dual Selection 2nd Dual Selection 


Miracle of the Bells . . ...... . ~~ $3.00 Testimonial to Grace . . ...... . . $150 
eee Gee SO Ey is sw th oe 2 ee Ge etieiem 2 ws vw kt ee Ke 


BOTH FOR . . . . $3.75 BOTH FOR . . .. . $285 


3rd Dual Selection 4th Dual Selection 


Spotlight on Labor Unions . . . . . . . . $2.50 Cc 8 ee ee ee 
Speaking of Cardinals. . . . .... =. ~~. 3,00 Aer Black Colee. 2 ww et lh 


BOTH FOR . . . . $3.50 BOTH FOR . . . . $3.5 


ANY OF THESE BOOKS MAY BE ORDERED SINGLY IF DESIRED, in which case they will countas 
Single Selections toward FREE DIVIDENDS. 


Please be sure to state which titles you want. 


The Thomas More Book Shop, 220 W. Madison Street, Chicago 6, Illinois. 


Please enroll me as a member of the Thomas More Book Club, and send me advance notices and descriptions of future selections in order 
that I may then decide whether or not I want the book or books offered. 


I understand that you will offer Single Selections, and also frequent Dual Selections. When Dual Selections (two books at reduced prices) 
are offered, I may reject either book, or both books. If I purchase only one of the books it will count as a Single Selection toward a Free Dividend. 
I agree to buy at least four books each full year that I am a member in order to qualify for reduced prices and free dividends. For each five Single 
Selections purchased, I am to receive a FREE dividend book. 


Start my membership by sending the Det, Sad, Bed, Oth, _ __ Sah Deal Selections...___ Send only. 
___Send no book until further notice. 


Mr. 
Name Mrs. (Please print)- 
Miss 


Street and No. 


aes SAME ieee ha I Pane RS Ae a CR ae ee eee 

















